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PREFACE. 



TIu! design of thefolUnemg little work is not to sti" 
mUlate the prevailing taste for variety in reli^/iausread" 
ing, hut raiher to offer ejuxmra^eiment and cusistance 
for the more diUgent search into the inexhaustible 
mine qf the toord of Ood. There is indeed a treasure 
in our field, of unsearchable value and unlimited ex- 
tentflut it is hidden from tTiesupetficicU observer ; and 
\f the patient investigation and persevering industry 
of the miner he not emulated, we shall he poor in tlie 
midst of great ricfies. 

The present collection of exercises is almost entirely 
the result qf conversations at a breakfast table, where, 
the several parties contributing their sJiare qf tiTiccm- 
nected materials, tJtey gradually aesumed tJie sliape in 
which they are now offered, as examples of a scriptural 
study, which has been found edifying and delightful in 
one cirde, and it is hoped (by the Divine blessing J may^ 
prove not less advantageous in others* 

Old Newton Vicarrfgc, 
May 1828. 
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SCRIPTURAL STUDIES. 



I. 

Colossi A\'s Hi. 16. 



Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom. 



Let us ever search the Sacred Book its 

I. Th£ Word of Chrht. 

As written by His Spirit, 1 Pet. i. 10, 11. 
As speaking by His authority, 1 Cor. 

xiv. 37, 
As testifying: of His work, Luke xxiv. 44. 

John y. 39. Acts x. 43. Rer. xix. 10. 
As the instrument for the establishment 

of His kingdom, Ps. xlv. 3 — 5 ; ex. 2, 3. 

The " Word of Christ" is the Christians 
treasury. 

II. Let it dwell in us. 

Not lying on the surface, Matt. xiii. 20. 

B 



Not gaining only a temporary entrance^ 

James i. 22 — 24. 

But hidden, Ps. cxix. 11. Prov. iv. 21. 

Cherished, Prov. iv. 6 — 8. 

Abiding, Prov. iv. 13. Luke viii. 15. 

John XV. 7. James i. 25. 

Familiar, Deut. vi. 6 — 8. Ps. cxix, 97. 

III. Let it dwell in us richly. 

Not a scanty provision, Matt. xxii. 29. 

But a rich storehouse, Prov. ii. 4, 5. 

Matt. xii. 34, 35. 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 

Its doctriDeseinlighteBing,Ps«xix. 7,6 ; 

cxix. 130. 2 Tim. iii. 15. 

Its precepts directing, Deut xvii. 18 

—20. Ps. cxix. 9, 98—100, 104. 

Prov. vi. 23. 
Its promises exoiting, 2 Cor. vii. 1. 

2 Pet. i. 4. 
Its comforts supporting, Ps. cxix. 50, 

92. Rom. XV. 4. 
Its threatenings warning, 2 Kings xxii. 

11, 13. Ps. xix. 11. 
Its prospects invigorating, 1 John iii. 

2,3. 

IV. Let it dwell in us in oH wisdom. 

That we may be able to recommend 
Christ to mose that enquire of him, 

Cant. V. 9—16. 

That we may be preserved from perver- 
sion of Scripture, Col. i. 9 ; ii. 8. 

That we may try the spirits that ire iti 



the churchy 1 Thess. v. 21. 1 John 

iv. 1. Isa. viii. 19, 20. 
That we may obtain richer views of di- 
vine truth, 1 Cor. i. 5, 6. 
Ti^at we may be able to turn Scripture 

to present use, John ii. 17, 22. 
That we may be directed for present 

duty, Jos. i. 8. Ps. cxix. 105. Prov. 

vi. 22. 
That we may be counselled in present 

difficulty, Ps. cxix. 24. Prov. vii. 

1—4. 
That we may be successfully anned for 

the Christian conflict, Eph. vi. 17. 

1 John ii. 14. 
That we may have a word in season for 

all, Matt. xiii. 52. Col. i. 28. 
That we may provoke one another to 

love, Cpl. iU. 16. 
Hat we may be able to convince gain- 

sayer^^ Acts vL 9, IQ* 1 Pet. iii. 15. 



O thou Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation ; 
testify to us in and by this Word of Christ. 
Take of the things of Christ, and shew them 
unto us ; that we may understand them in the 
light of thy judgment, and receive them in the 
love of thy truth. Make them our daily 
study, our constant delight, our heavenly me- 
ditation, that our hearts and lives being cast 
into the mould and substance of them, w& 
may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things. 



II. 

Isaiah Iviii. 11. 

The Lord thy God shall guide thee 
coDtinually. 



The child of God feels himself a helpless 
wanderer in the wilderness, Jer. x. 23. 

Yet he is cheered by the sure promise of a 
Guide ; and this Guide is the Lord his God. 

I. What does the Lord's guidance imply ? 

The combined exercise of his wnsdom, 
faithfulness, care, and love. 

1. His wisdom, Exod. xiii. 17, 18. Dent. 

xxxii. 10, U. Ps. cvii. 7. 

2. His faithfulness, Gen. xxviii. 15. Exod. 

xiii. 21, 22. Ps. xxxvii. 23, 24. Isa. 

xlii. 16. 

3. Hb care, Ps. xxiii^Is. xlix. 10. John x. 

3,4. 

4. His love, Ps. xxiiL Hos. ii. 14. 

II. How is the Lord*s guidance manifested ? 

1. By the clear declarations of his word, 

Jos. i. 7, 8, Ps. cxix. 24, 105. 

2. By the distinct leadings of his provi- 

dence, Gen. xxiv. 12---15. 

3. By the secret intimations of his Spirit, 

Neh. ix. 20. Is. xxx. 21; Ixiii. 11. 

Rom. viii. 14. 

III. What dispositions are suitable under 

the Lord's guidance ? 
1. An habitual walk with God, Ps. Ixxiii. 

23, 24. 



2. A spirit of prayer, Jen xxxi. 9. 

3. A subdued will, Ps. z%xiu S, 9, Is, 

xlviii. 17, 18. 

4. Implicit faith, Ps. Ixiii. 8. Heb. xi. 8« 

Rev. xiv. 4. 

5. Prompt obedience, £xod. xl. 36, 37. 

Gal. i. 16, 

6. Joyful exultation, Ps. xlviii. IS^— 14. 



O Lord, let me not frustrate the intentions 
of thy love, by attempting to guide myself ; 
and let me not provoke thee to leave me 
to myself, by refusing to follow thy guidance. 

O guide me with thy counsel here, and 
afterwards receive me to thy glory — for thy 
dear Son's sake. Amen. 



III. 

Ephesiavs ii. 18. 

Through him we both have access by 
one Spirit unto the Father. 

Access to God is the greatest blessing in 
which sinners can rejoice, Ps. Ixv. 4. 

It formed the happiness of Paradise, 
Gen. iii. 

The loss of it constitutes the misery of sin. 

And the restoration' to it was the object of 
Christ's coming into the world, 1 Pet. lii. 18. 

b2 
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L What IS access to God ? It is, 

1. Reconciliation, Rom. v. 10. 

2. Acceptance, Ephes, L 6. 

3. Communion, John xiv. 23. 

4. Liberty, Ephes. iii. 12. 

II. How is access to God to be obtained 7 

Not bv the works of the law, Heb. 

xiii. 10. 
Not by any way of our own devising, 

Mic. vi. 6, 7, 
But, 

!• Through Christ, John xiv. 6. Rom. 

V. 2. Eph. iii. 12. 
Atoning, Lev. xvi. 11, &c. Heb. x. 

19,20. Rev. vii. 9— 15. 

Interceding, Exod. xxviii. 29, 30, 36, 

38. Heb. iv. 14—16; vii. 25; ix. 24; 

X. 21, 22. Rev. viii. 3, 4. 

2. By the Spirit, 

Drawing the heart, John vi. 44. Rom. 

viii. 14. 
Teaching to pray, Rom. viii. . 15, 26. 

Gal. iv. 6. 
Revealing the way of access, John 

xvi. 14, 15. 

Have we found the way of access ? 

Having found it, dp we not joyfully re- 
nounce every other ? 

Do we make continual use of our privi- 
lege ? 

Are we watchful against any interruption 
to our enjoyment of it ? 



IV. 

Acts ix. 31. 

Walking in the fear of the Lord, and 
in the comfort of the Holy Ghost. 



A description of the Believer's holy and 
happy walk with God. 

I. The fear of the Lord comprehends, 

1. A sense of his presence, Gen. xxviii. 

16, 17. 

2. A reverence of his name, Deut. xxviii. 

58. 

3. A dread of displeasing him, Gen. xxxix. 

9. 1 Sam. xxiv. 5, 6. 

II. The comfort of the Holy Ghost includes, 

1. A broken heart. Is. Ivii. 15. 

2. A sen^e of pardon, Ps. xxxii. 1 , 2, 5. 

Is. xii. 1 , Luke vii. 50. Rom. v. 1 . 

3. A spirit of adoption, Rom. viii. 15. 

Gal. iv. 6, 

4. The manifestation of Christ, John xiv. 

21; xvi.l4, 15. Eph. iii. 16—18. 

5. The indw^ling of 'the Spirit, John 

xiv. 16, 17. 1 Cor. iii. 16. 

6. A lively hope, Rom. xv. 13. 

Let the comforts of the Spirit be cherished. 
Let them be expected only in an obedient 
and humble walk with God* 



Fear is filial, when it is productive of holy 
comfort. 

Comfort is genuine, when it is chastened 
by filial fear. 

V. 

John xv. 5. 

I am the Vine ; ye are the braoches. 



The secret of the spiritual life is here un- 
folded. The believer's life is hid with Christ 
in God, Col. iii. 3. 

Christ is his life. Col. iii. 4. 

He lives in Christ, John xiv. 20 ;• xvii. 23. 

He lives by Christ, John vi. 51, &Cd 

As the branch lives in and by the Vine* 

This figure expresses, 

1. Union, John xiv. 19; xvii. 21. 1 Cor. 

vi. 17. Eph. v. 30. 

2. Dependence, John i. 16« Gal. ii. 20. 

3. Fruitfulness, John xv. 4. Rom. vii. 4. 

.Hosea xiv. S. Phil. i. 11. 
Therefore see, 

1. The believer's security, John xiv. 19. 

2 Cor. xiii. 5. 

2. The believer's duty, John xv. 4. Col. 

ii. 6,7. 

3. The believer's prayer, Eph. iii. 17. 

4. The believer's privilege, John. xv. 7, 1 1 . 

5. The believer's prospect, Col. i. 27. 

Do I indeed believe thi? doctrine? 
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How is it realized in my daily experience ? 

Is it not by this I am enabled to perse- 
vere in any one act of faith, to cherish one 
holy desire, or to maintain any thing like a 
filial walk with God 7 

Not satisfied with possessing some faint 
evidence of my union with Christ, am I 
seeking to glorify God by. bringing forth 
much fruit ? John xv. 8. 



VI. 
FsALM xxxiv. 18. 

The Lord is nigh unto them that ar6 of 
a broken heart, and saveth such as be of 
a contrite spirit. 

The Lord knoweth the proud afar off, 
Ps. cxxxviii. 6. 

But he dwells with liim that is of a contrite 
spirit, Is. Ivii. 15. 

When the sinner feels his distance from 
God, then it is that he is drawing nigh to God. 

He has a broken heart, and God draws 
nigh to him, Luke xv. 18, 20. 

I. In a broken heart there is, 

1. A sense of sin, Ps. xxxviii. 4. Luke 

xviii. 13. 

2. Self-abhorrence on account of sin, Job 

xlii. 6. Ezek. xvi. 63. 

3. Justifying God's dealings, Ps. li. 4. 

4. A view of the love of a dying Saviour, 

Zech. xii, 10. 
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5. A confidence in returning to God. Hos. 

vi. 1.. Luke xv. 18. 

n. The Lord is nigh, and saveth them. 

L He accepteth such a heart as his sacri- 
fice, Ps. li. 17^ Is. Ixvi. 2. 

2. He maketh such a heart his abode, Is. 

Ivii. 15. 

3. He speaketh peace to such a heart. Is. 

Ivii. 18. Luke vii. 50. 

4. He healeth such a heart, Ps. cxlvii. 3. 

Is. Ixi. 1. 
Let us search into the cause of hardness of 

heart. 
Ouard against the continuance of a care- 
less spirit. 
Direct the eye of faith .constantly to the 

cross of Jesus. 
Be faithful to the first convictions of the 

Spirit. 
Cease not to pray till such a frame of 

mind be obtained. 
Look forward to the time when we shall 

no longer complain of hard hearts, 
And when bro]j:en hearts shall be healed 

for ever. Rev. vii. 17 ; xxi. 4. 



VII. 

Habakkuk ii. 1. 

I will stand upon my watch, and set me 
down upon the tower, and will watch to 
see what be will say to me, and what I 
shall answer when I am reproved. 
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The first symptom of backsliding is, turn- 
ing away the ear from God. 

The first symptom of returning is, standing 
on the watch-tower, listening: to the voice of 
God. 

This frame of mind implies, 

I. Hearkening to the message 
With 

1. Attention, Ps. Ixxxv. 8. 

2. Obedience, Is. 1. 10. Ezra x. 1 — 8. 

3. Expectation, Ps. Ixii. 5. 

4. Watchfulness, Prov. viii. 34, 

5. Faith, Hab. ii. 3, 4. 

6. Simplicity, 1 Sam. iii. 10. Acts x. 30 

—33. 
II « Readiness to answer. 

What shall I answer? Job xl. 4. 
I will own the charge, 2 Sam. xii. 13. 

Luke XV. 21. 
I will deprecate the judgment. Psalm 

cxliii. 2. 
I will submit to the chastisement, 2 

Sam. XV. 25, 26. 
I will lay my hands upon the sacrifice, 

Ley. xvi. 21. 
I will expect the mercy, 2 Sam. xvi. 11, 

12. Mic. vii. 8, 9. 
I will renew my surrender, Hos. xiv. 

2,3. 

Stand in a posture to receive your daily 
mjB8$age from God. 

.I^t eon^cience be awake to the first inti- 
mations of his voiQCt 
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Slirink not from the voice of God, though 
it utter the language of reproof. 

Let there, be the immediate answer of an 
obedient heart. 



VIII. 

Proverbs iii. 6. 
In all thy ways acknowledge Him. 



I. How are we to acknowledge God ? 

1. By setting him always before us, Psah 

xvi. 8. 

2. By taking his word as our rule, Isaiah 

viii. 20. 

3. By committing our way to him, 1 Pet. 

v. 7. Ps. xxxvii. 5. 

4. By ascribing all to bis superintending 

Providence, Gen, xxiv, 26, 27. Matt. 

X. 29. 

5. By connecting our daily mercies with 

his covenant engagements, Ps. Ixviii. 
19, 20. 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. 
IL When are we to acknowledge God ? 

1. In times of temptation. Gen. xxxix. 9. 

2. In times of afRiction, Job I 21. Ps. 

xxxix. 9. 

3. In times of perplexity, 2 Chron. xx. 12. 

Ezra viii. 21—23. 

4. In times of outward prosperity, Deut* 

vui. !8. 

5. In times of inward comfort, Is. xii. 1. 

6. At all times, Ps. lxii..8. 



13 

. 7. In every event and circumstance, Phil. 

iv. 6. 

Beware of a self-dependent spirit. In the 
exercise of a simple trust in God, expect the 
fulfilment of the promise, " He shall direct 
thy paths/*' 



IX. 

IsAiAii xxviii. 16. 

Thus saith the Lord, Behold, 1 lay in 
Zion for a foundation-stone, a tried stone, 
a precious corner-stone, a sure foutidation : 
he that believeth shall not make baste. 



A sinking sinner needs a foundation. 
God has laid a foundation for him. 

I. What is the sinner's foundation ? 

None but Christ, 1 Cor. iii. 11. 

Christ is the foundation, 

h Of our peace, Rom. v. 1. Col. i. 20. 

2. Of our acceptance, Eph. i. 6. 

3. Of our obedience. Is, xlv. 24. 

4. Of our joy and comfort, 1 PeL i. 8. 

5. Of our hope of glory, Rom. v. 2. 

II. Mark the several properties of this foun- 
dation. 

Christy as a stone, is, 

1. A tried stone, 

God has tried him, Is. liii. 6. 

c 
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Sinners have tried him, John i. 29. 
Neither have found him want- 
ing, John xvii. 4. Heb. 

vii. 25. 

2. A precious stone. 

To the Father, Is. xlii. 1. Matt. 

iii. 17. 
To his people, 1 Pet. ii. 7. 

3. A corner stone. 

Uniting his people to himself, 
And to each other in him, £ph. 

ii. 20--22. 

4. A sure foundation. 

For God fcas laid it, Psal. cxviii. 

22, 23. 
Nothing .shall undermine it. 

Matt. xvi. 18. 

III. Seek to realize the blessedness of rest- 
ing upon it. 
" He that believeth shall'not make haste," 
shall not be confounded, 1 Pet ii. 6, 

1. He shall not be dismayed in diffi* 

culties, Ps. cxii. 7. 

2. He shall not resort to unlawful ex- 

pedients, Hos. xiv. 3. 

3.' He shall not be betrayed into sinful 
ilnpatience, Hab. ii. 2, 3. 

4. He shall not sink into heartless de- 
spondency, Ps. xxvii. 13, 14. 

But, 

1. He shall be kept in perfect peace, 

Isa. xxvi. 3. 
2.. He shall be able to answer his spi- 
ritual accusers. Rom. viii. 33, 34. 
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3. He shall meet Death without terror, 
1 Cor. xv. 65—57. 2 Tim, iv. 6—8. 

4. He shall stand in the day of judg- 

ment, John V. 24. 

Have I renounced every other foundation ? 

Are my hopes, prayers, and services built 
upon this foundation ? 

Is my building growing ? 

Am I rejoicing in, and do I seek the 
.edification of the whole structure ? 

Have I found the peace and assurance of 
resting upon this foundation ? 



X. 

Psalm cxix. 113. 
I hate vain thoughts. 



It is said of the ungodly, '* God is not in 
all their thoughts,'' Ps. x* 4. 

And that *' every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart is only evil continually," 
Gen. vi. 5. 

But the renewed mind desires, that " every 
tliought should be brought into captivity to 
the obedience of Christ." 

And the language of his heart is,—" I 
hate vain thoughts." 

L Vain thoughts are either, 

1. Thoughts employed upon unlawful 
things, Tit. i. 15 ; or, 
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2. Unseasonably employed upon lawful 
things, £ccl. iii. 1. Luke x. 39, 40. 

II. The believer hates them 

As, 

1. Sinful in the sight of God, Prov. 

xxiv. 9. 

2. Hurtful to his own soul, Cant. ii. 15. 

3. Contrary to his new nature, Rom. 

vii. 22. 

III. The believer seeks to get rid of them. 

By. 

1. Realizing the presence of God, Ps. 

cxxxix. 1—4. 

2. Delighting in the word of God, Ps, 

cxix. 113. 

3. Keeping his heart -with all diligence, 

Prov. iv. 23. 

4. Watching against occasions of them, 

Ps. cxix. 37. 

5. Being filled with the Spirit, 1 Cor. iii. 

16, 17. 

6. Continually applying to the blood of 

sprinkling, Heb x. 22. 

What is the bent of my thoughts in my un- 
employed moments? 

Am I struggling against the incursion of 
vain thoughts? 

If they find their way into my heart, am 
I taking care that they do not lodge there ? 

Do I not find constant need to pray. Untie 
my heart to fear thy name ? Ps. Ixxxvi. 1 1 . 
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XI. 

Canticles iv. 16. 

AiRrake, O north wind ; and come thou 
south ; blow upon my garden, that the 
spices thereof may flow out. 



The Heavenly Bridegroom looks upon his 
espoused Church with unspeakable delight, 
9—11. 

She is in his sight as a garden filled with 
pleasant fruits and fragrant spices, 12 — 15. 

Yet requiring the north and south wind, 
the searching and refreshing gales of the 
Spirit, in order to exude their odour ; 

Therefore he calls his winds to blow, that 
her ** spices may flow out." 

That is. 

That her faith may be strong, Luke xvii. 5. 
That her hope may be lively, Rom. xv. 13. 
That her love may be abounding, Phil. 

i. 9. 1 Thess. iii. 12. 
That her peace may be established, Isa. 

xxvi. 3. 
That her humility may be deepened, Job 

%L 4. £ph. iii. 8. 
That her joy may be ardent, 1 Pet. i. 8. 

Acts xiii. 52. 
That her obedience may be entire, Ps, cxix. 

128. 

When these graces are In her, and abound, 

c2 
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how exulting is her invitation and wel- 
come to her Lord ! 
**• Let my beloved come into his garden, 
and eat his pleasant fruits." 16. 



xn. 

2 Corinthians ii. 11. 

Lest Satan should get an advantage of 
us, for we are not ignorant of his devices. 

L What are Satan's devices ? 

He has many, adapted to, 

1. The circumstances of the day. 
Retirement* Matt. iv. 1. 
Religious duties, Matt xiii. 19. 
Social intercourse, Acts xv. 37-^39. 
Occupations, Luke x. 41. 
Prosperity, Deut. viii. 14. 2 Chron. 

xxxii. 25—30. 
Adversity, Job i. 10 ; ii. 4, 5. 2 Chron. 

xxviii. 22. 
Disappointments, 2 Sam. xvii. 23. Est. 

V. 13. Jonah iv. 1 — 8. 

2. The temper of our minds. 
Unwatchfulness, Matt. xxvi. 58. 
Unbelief, Gen. iii. 3 • 
Presumption, 2 Chron. xxvi. 16« 
Despair, Matt, xxvii. 5. 

Envy, Gen. xxxvii. 4. 1 John iii. 12. 
Desire to obtain the esteem of the 
church, Acts v. 1 — 5. 
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Spiritual sloth, Cant. iii. 1 — 4. Matt. 

XXV. 5. 
Idleness, 1 Tim. v. 13. 
Inclination to sensual indulgence, Heb. 

xii. 16. 
3. The state of the body. 

Long continued or aggravated sickness, 

Job ii. 4 — 8. iii. 1, 2. Ps. vi. 1 — 7. 

Drowsiness and languor, Matt. xxvi. 

40, 43. 
Uninterrupted health, Ps. Iv. 19. 

cxix. 67. 
II. How must we resist them ? 

1. Take the whole armour of God« £ph. 

vi. 11. 

2. Watch and pray. Matt. xxvi. 41. 

3. Be sober, 1 Pet. v. 8. 

4. Let the word of God be in your heart, 

Ps. cxix. 11. Matt. iv. 1 — 11. 1 John 

ii. 14. 

5. Cultivate a simple and lowly spirit, 

Prov. X. 9; xvi. 18, 

6. Cherish a loving temper, 2 Cor. ii. 

10, 11. 

7. Be employed for God, Mattxii. 43 — 45. 

8. Let faith be strengthened, £ph. vi. 16. 

1 Pet. v. 9. 

9. Draw strength from the blood of Christ, 

Rev. xii. 11. 
10. Implore the continual assistance of the 
Spirit, Is. lix. 19. £ph. iii. 16. 

And let this be our encouragement : 

Christ has overcome the wicked one, 
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Luke X. 18. John xii. 31. Col. ii. 15. 

Heb. ii. 14. Rev. xii. ^0. 

By his sympathy we shall be succoured 

in our conflicts, Heb. ii. 18. 
Through his victory we shall be more 
than conquerors, Mic. vii. 8. Rom. 
viii. 37. Rev. xii. 10, 11. 
Therefore, 

'* Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you," James iv. 7* 



XIII. 

Hebrews iii. 1. 

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of 
the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle 
and High Priest of our profession, Christ 
Jesus. 



All our springs are in Christ. 

All our light, encouragement, and strength 
come from him. 

Therefore it is our privilege and duty to 
consider him, 

I. As the object of our contemplation^ 

In his, 

1. Delight in his Father's work, Ps. 

xl. 8. Luke ii. 49. John iv, 32 — 34. 

2. Zeal for his Father's glory, John ri, 

14—17. 

3. Patient endurance of discourj^e- 

mentSjls. xlii.4; xlix.4. Heb>xii>3. 
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4. Continual self-denial, Mark vi. 31 — 

34. Rom. XV. 3^ 

5. Unwearied endeavours to do good, 

Mark i. 32—39. Acts x. 38. 

6. Improvement of opportunities, Luke 

xii. 13—15; xiv. 13—25. John 

iv, 6, &c. vii. 37. 

7. Redemption of time, John ix. 4. 

8. Deadness to the world, Mark xiii. 1. 

John vi. 15. 

9. Tenderness to the infirmities of his 

disciples, Mark iv. 33. 

10. Faithfulness in rebuking sin. Matt. 

xvi. 23. Lukexi. 37—52. 

11. Tender compassion for sinners, Mark 

iii. 5. Matt.xxiii. 37. Luke xix. 41. 

12. Sympathy with the afflicted, Luke 

vii. 12, 13. John xi. 35. 

13. Victory over temptation, Matt. iv. 

1—11. 

14. Meekness in bearing injuries, 1 Pet. 

ii. 22, 23. 

15. Forgiveness of injuries, Luke ix. 

53 — 56 ; xxiii. 34. 

16. Humility, Matt. xx. 28; xxi. 5. 

John xiii. 4 — 15. 

17. Intense interest in the work of re- 

demption, Prov. viii. 30, 31. Mark 
X. 32. Luke xii. 50. Heb. xii. 2. 

18. Perseverance and fervour of his 

prayers. Matt. xiv. 23. Luke vi. 12; 

xxii. 44. 

19. Acquiescence in his Father's will, 

Luke xxii. 42. John xii. 27. 
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11. As the pattern for our imitation, 

Like Him, let us — 

Love our Master's service, 2 Cor. xii. 16. 

Phil. ii. 17. 

Be zealously affected for the glory of 

God, Acts xiv. 11 — 15; xvii. 16. 

Phil. i. 20, 21. 
Not be discouraged by difficulties, Acts 

XX. 24. 2 Cor. iv. 1. 

Keep self in continual subjection, Rom. 

XV. 2. 1 Cor. xii. 5. 2 Cor. viii. 

1 — ^9. Phil. ii. 4, 5. 1 John iii. 16. 

Lay ourselves out for the good of others. 

Gal. vi. 9, 10. 
Be prompt in seizing opportunities, 

2 Tim. iv. 2. 
Be diligent in the redemption of time, 

Eph. y. 16. 
Cultivate deadness to the world, Gal. 

vi. 14. 
Bear with the infirmities of our brethren, 
Rom. XV. 1. 2 Cor. xi. 29. Gal. vi. 1. 
By no means suffer sin upon our neigh- 
bour, Lev. xix. 17. Matt xviii, 15. 

Gal. ii. 14. 
Mourn over sin in others, Ps. cxix. 

136, 158. Jer. xiii. 17. 
Sympathize with the afflicted, Rom. xii. 

15. 1 Cor. xii. 26. 
Hope to overcome the tempter, James 

iv. 7. 1 John ii. 14. 
Not be easily provoked by injuries, 

iP«t.ii. 21—23. 
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Exercise a forgiving spirit, Col. iii. 

12, 13. 
Be clothed with humility, Matt. xi. 29. 

2 Cor. X. 1. Phil. ii. 5. 

Have much on our hearts the salvation 

of sinners, Rom. x. 1. 1 Cor. x. 33. 

Pray and not faint, Luke xviii. 1 — 7. 

Rom. xii. 12. £ph.vi.l8. 1 Thess. 

V. 17. 
Seek confonnity to the will of God, 

Acts xxi. 12 — 14. 

The more habitually we contemplate this 
perfect pattern, the more we shall cease from 
making man our standard ; the more shall we 
be humbled for want of conformity to our 
Saviour; the more shall we praise him for 
any measure of conformity; and the more 
we shall press forward, '* beholding as in a 
glass his glory, and changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor^ iii. 18. 



XIV. 
Romans viii. 32. 

He that spared not his own Son, bat 
delivered him up for us all, how shall 
he pot with him also freely give us all 
things ? 

The world receive their good things as 
common mercies. 
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The believer receives them as covenant 
mercies, Ps. Ixxii. 19. 

The world know not whence they come, 

Hos. ii. 8. 

The believer expects them from the mercy 

of a reconciled God, 1 Tim. iv. 3 — 5. 

The world murmur, if they are withheld. 

The believer knows, they would be given 

if they were really good for him, Ps. xxxiv. 

10; Ixxxiv. 11. 

. Because God hath given his own Son ; and 

therefore with him all things will be givep, 

ICor.iii. 22,23. 
That is, not all that we seem to want, but 
all that God sees we want. 

1. Afflictions to humble and prove us, 

Deut. viii. 2. 

2. Privations to wean us from the world, 

Jonah iv. 6, 7. 

3. A sufficiency of temporal good, Phil. 

IV. 19. 

4. Spiritual blessings and graces, Psal. 

Ixxxiv. 11. £ph. i. 3. 

How does God fulfil this promise ? 

1. By making us wait for a blessing. 

Is. XXX. 18* 

2. By strengthening us to bear the re- 

fusal of our desire, 2 Cor. xii. 8, 9. 

3. By causing us to see the full accom- 

plishment of this promise in what- 
ever he may appoint, Ps. xxv. 10. 
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Therefore, which of the children of God 
cannot say with Joshua — ^^ Not one thing 
hath failed of all the good things which the 
Lord my God spake concerning me : all are 
come to pass unto me, not one thing hath 
failed thereof V* Josh, xxiii. 14. 



XV. 

1 Peter iii. 7. 
That your prayers be not hindered. 



He who knows not prayer to be a conflict, 
a warfare, beset with hindrances, has never 
known what real prayer is. 

He who meets these hindrances, without 
grief, without resistance, knows nothing of the 
privilege of prayer, nothing of a life of faith. 

The child of God both feels and resists 
these hindrances, as depriving him of the 
happiness of communion with God. 

Hence that cry — " Be not silent unto me ; 
lest, if thou be silent to me, I become like 
them that go down to the pit." Ps. xxviii. 1. 

I. What does the Christian find to be a hin- 
drance to prayer ? 

Unpreparedness of heart, Jobxi. 13 — 15, 

Cant. V. 2, 3. 
Worldly o^ects entangling the affec- 
tions, Ezek. xiv. 4. 
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Want of Christian love, 1 Pet. iii. 7. 
Unbelief, Matt. xxi. 22. James i. 6, 7. 
Spiritual sloth, Cant. iii. 1 — 3. 
Unconfessed guilt, Ps. xxxii. 3, 4. 
Neglected opportunities. Cant. v. 6. 
Bodily languor, Mark xiv. 37—41. 
Absence of the Spirit's influence, Ps. 

Ixxx. 18. Is. Ixiv. 7. 
Indistinct apprehension of the way of 
access to God, Job xxiii. 3. 

11. How may hindrances be removed ? 

Be aware of their danger, Hos. vii. 9. 
Be sensible of your wants, Rev. iii. 17. 
Make a fresh application to the blood of 

Jesus, Heb. x. 22. 
Set apart special time for examination 
into the cause of the hindrance, Ps. 

cxxxix. 23, 24. 
Rest not in any thing short of a restora- 
tion to former comforts^ Ps.^ xiii ; 

li. 12, 
Pray, and persevere in prayer, in de- 
spite of hindrances and difficulties 
from within and from without. Job 
xxiii. 3—6. Matt xv. 22—28. 
Labour to give God the whole heart, _ 

Jer. xxix. 12, 13. 

As you value your own soul, and the 
privilege of communion with God ; and as 
ou deprecate separation from the source of 
ife and comfort, dread any thing which will 
prove a hindrance to prayer. 



I 
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XVI. 
Habakkuk iii. 2. 
O Lord, revive thy work. 



. " The Son of Man" walketh, as the great 
Head of the church, '^ in the midst of the 
golden candlesticks/' Rev. i. 12 — 16. 

He looks upon the work of his own hands, 
and too often beholds it drooping, declining, 
dying : He utters his rebuke — ** I know thy 
works, &c. Be watchful, and strengthen 
the things that remain, which are ready to 
die," Rev. iii. 1, 2. 

His church owns the charge, and cries — 
" O Lord, revive thy work !*' 

h When does the work of the Lord need 
reviving ? 

1. When iniquity abounds. Is. lix. 1 — 15. 

Jer. v; xxiii, 10, &c, 

2. Where there is a want of power upon 

the word, Is. Ixiv. 7. Matt. xiii. 

14, 15. 

3. When there is want of appetite for 

the sincere milk of the word, Numb. 

xxi. 5. 2 Tim. iv. 3. 

4. When the Saviour's presence in the soul 

is not duly prized. Cant. iii. 1 ; v. 2, 3. 

5. When there is want of concern for the 

honour of God, Hag. i. 1 — 9. 

6. When the principles and conduct of 
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Christians are not distinctly separate 
from the world, 2 Chron. xviii. 1 ; 

xix. 2. Ezra ix. 2. 

II. How does the Lord revive bis work? 

1. By exciting his people to pray, Ps. 

Ixxx ; Ixxxv. 4r— 7. Is. Ixiii. 17. 
Zech. viii. 21. Acts i. 14 ; ii. !• 

2. By invigorating their graces, Hos. xiv. 

5—7. 

3. By sending an increased power upon 

the word. Acts ii. 41 — 47 ; v. 13, 14 ; 

yi. 7; xi. 21, 24. 

4. By causing a stedfast adherence to 

the means of grace, Neh. ix. 3. Luke 

xxiv. 53. Acts ii. 46. 

5. By a distinct separation of his people 

from the company and principles of 
the ungodly, Neh. ix. 2. Acts ii. 40. 

2 Cor. vi. 14—18. 

6. By pouring out a spirit of love and 

unity upon his church, Is. xi. 6 — 9. 

Acts ii. 44, 45 ; iv. 32. 

7. By enlarging the enjoyment of Chris- 

tian privileges, Acts ix. 31. 

8. By restoring those that have erred in 

doctrine or practice, to the simplicity 
of the Gospel, Is. xxix. 24. 

Let us learn the importance of earnest, 
individual, and united prayer, for the out- 
pouring of that gracious Spirit, who is the 
Almighty Agent of the revival of the Lord's 
work in his church, Is. liiv. 1 — 3. 



J 
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XVII. 

Psalm xvi. 7. 

I will bless the Lord, who hath given 
me counsel. 



And have I not reason to bless him ? 
For his counsel has been among the most 
precious tokens of his love. 

"When I was dead in trespasses and sins, 
he gave me counsel, 

To co^vince me of my misery, Rev. iii. 

17,18. 

To turn me from the paths of destruction, 

Prov. i. 24—26. Ezek. xviii. 30—32. 

To invite me to my Saviour, Is. Iv. 1. 

Matt. xi. 28. 

When I had forsaken the path of peace, 
he gave me counsel, 

To rebuke my wanderings, Jer. ii. 18. ' 

31. 
To guide me to tlie way of return, Jer. 

xxxi. 21. 

To excite me to a more circumspect walk, 

Ps. Ixxxv. 8. Jer. iii. 4. John v. 14. 

When through grace I am walking in the 
light, he gives me counsel 

To direct my way, Is* xxx* 21. Jer. 

X. 23. 
To maintain my confidence, Is. xxx. 

15. 
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To excite to watchfulness, Luke xii. 

35—37. 

^od I may expect this counsel to be g^ven 
according to my need, 

In time of worldly prosperity, Deut. 

viii. 10—16, 
In time of worldly trouble, Micah vi. 9; 

Prov, ifi. 11. 
In time of spiritual distress, is. 1. 10. ^ 

He speaks to me 

By the guidance and restraints of his {^ro-^ 

vidence, Gen. xxiv. 27. Num. xxii. 

22—32. 1 Sam. xxv. 32. 

By the still small voice of his spirit to 

my heart, Neh. ix. ^0. 
By the checks and prickings of my 

conscience, 1 Sam. xxiv. o. 
By the sure and unefrmg directions of 

his word, Ps. cxix. 24. Is. viii. 20. 

And what effect should the counsel of 
the Lord thus graciously vouchsafed have 
upon me? 

Lively gratitude, ^* I will bless the Lord." 
Diligent improvement of it, Ps* cxix. 67. 
HaUtual listening and waiting fpr it, 

Ps. Ixxxv. 8. 
Encouragement to future hope, Ps. 

Ixxiii. 24. 
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• XVIII. 

Psalm cv. 3. 

Let the heart of them rejoice that seek 
the Lord. 



Not only does security, but happiness, 
belong to toe ways of God. 

And that not only when they are fouhd^ 
but in the act of seeking them. 

Let the heart of them rejoice that seek the 
Lord. 

L Who are called upon to rejoice ? 
Tliose 

1. Who have stedfastly set their faces 

Zion-ward, Jer. 1, 4, 5. Is. xliv. 5. 

2. Who are deterred by no difficulties. 

Rev. xiv. 4. 

3. Who are improving the light shed 

upon their path, Acts x. 2 — 6. ^ 

4. Who are making daily progress to- 

ward heaven, Ps. Ixxxiv. 7. Prov. 

iv. 18. 
IL Why are they to rejoice ? 

Because, 

1 . They are seeking a better portion, 

Ps. xvi. 5, 6. Hcb. xi. 16. 

2. In seeking they are sure to find,l 

Ps. xcvii. 11. Is. xlv. 19< 

3. When found it shall abide with 

them for ever^ Luke x. 42., 

John xvi. 22. 
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Yet they do not always rejoice, ^ 

Because of 

L Unbelief, Ps.lxxvii. 2—10. 

2. Impatience, Ps. xxxi. 22; cxvi. 11. 

3. The power of temptation , Ps. xlii. 

d, 10. 

4. Indulgence of sin, Job xi. 14, 15; 

XV. 11. 

But rest not short of a holy joy, Ps. 
li. 12. 

It is the Christian's character to rejoice, 
Phil. iii. 3* 

It is his duiyy as bringing honour to God, 
Ps. xxxiv. 1 — 3. 

It il his privilege f as bringing support to 
him$elf, Acts xvi. 25. 

It is his strength, as enabling him to perse- 
vere in obedience and conflict, 1 Sam. ii. 1. 
Neh. viii* 10. 

Therefore—" Rejoice ii^ the. Jipyd always, 
and again I. say rejoice,*' Phil, iy. 4* 

XIX. 

1 Thessalonians v. 19. 

Qu^ich not the Spirit. 

As if it were said, Grieve not your be$t 
iriend — ^Spoil not your choicest comfbrt — 
Deprive not yourself of your richest privileges. 

For the Spirit is all, and more than all 
this to the believer ; 

Therefore " Quench not the Spirit." 
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I. What are his influences ? 

1. Life» John vi« 63. 

in our souls, Ezek. xxxvii. 1 — 14. 

John iiu 5,8. 
in our gpraces, Cant. iv. 16. 

2« Light 

in the revelation of the know- 
ledge of God, Eph.i. 17,18. 
the glory of Christ, John xvi. 
13—15. 1 Cor. xii. 3. 
spiritual blessings, 1 Cor. ii. 

9, 10, 12. 

3. Comfort, John xiv. 16. 

Adoption, Rom. yiii. 15, 16. Gal. 

iv. 6. 
Supplication, Zech xii. 10. Rom. 

viil 26. 
Love of God, Rom. v. 5. 
Hope, Rom. xv. 13. 

4. Strength, Eph. iii. 16. 

Against sm, Rom. viiu 13. Gal. 

V. 16. 
Ag^nst spiritual enemies, Is. 

lix. 19. 
Unto holiness, Ezek^ xxxvL 27. 

Gal. V. 22, 23, 25. 

II. How may these influences be checked ? 

1. By neglecting to cherish them. Matt. 

XXV. 8. 
Which is the case. 

When spiritual life is not constantly 
preserved, Rev. iii. 2. 
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When spiritual light is not dili- 
gently improved, John xii. 35. 
When spiritual comfort is not duly 

valued, Cant. v. 2. 
When spiritual strength is not care- 
fully supported, Hos. viijiyO. 
y 2. By determinately resisting them. Is. 

Ixiii. 10. Acts vii. 51. 
And this is manifeftted 
By Dulness of spiritual sensibility, John 

- xii. 39,40. 
Indulgence of unihortified tempers, 

Eph. iv. 29—32. 
Rebellion against the open admo- 
nitions of the Spirit, Heb. x. 29. 
Stifling his secret convictions, Acts 

xxiv. 25. 

Beware of every thing tending, to quench 
the Spirit, 1 Tim. iv. 14. 

Cherish every tiring tending to encourage 
his influences, 2 Tim. i. 6. 

XX. 

Matthew ^xiu 29. 

Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures. 

" When thy word goeth forth, it giveth light 
and understanding unto the simple,*' Ps. cxix. 
130. 

Therefore, tliose who know not the Scrip- 
tures are in darkness. 

Those who use them not are in perplexity. 
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I. The people of God do often err. 

1 . They yield to unbelief, Luke xxiv. 1 1 . 

2. They give way to despondency, Heb. 

xii. 5. 
3.. They sink into deadness, Ps. cxix. 

25. 
4. They yield to the power of tempta- 
tion. Matt. xxvi. 31. 

Because they know not the Scriptures, 
As 

1. A ground of faith, Luke xxiv. 25. 

John ii. 22; xii. 16. 

2. A remedy against despoudencv, Ps* 

cxix. 92. 

3. A means of quickening the soul, Ps. 

cxix. 50, 93. 

4 . An instrument of power against temp- 

tation, Ps. xvii. 4 ; cxix. 11. Eph. 

vi. 17. 1 John ii. 14. 

II. How may we so know the Scriptures as 

to be preserved from error ? 

1. By diligently searching them, A<;t8 

xvii. 11. 

2. By frequent meditation on them, Ps. 

i. 2; cxix. 97. 

3. By exercising faith upon them, 

1 Thess. ii. 13. Heb. iv. 2. 

4. By direct application of them to our- 

selves. Acts ii. 37. 

5. By seeking the teaching of the Holy 

Spirit, John xvi. 13 — 15. 
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Let us learn the importance of bringing 
every thing to the test of Scripture, Is, viii. 
20. John V. 46. 

Let us consult it in all perplexities, Ps. 
cxix. 24. . J 

So shall it be " a lamp to our feet, and a 
light to our paths," Ps. cxix. 105. 



XXL 

Hebrews xii. L 
The sio, that doth so easily beset us. 



I. How is our besetting sin to be discovered ? 
By marking ^ 

1. Th^ constitutional temper of our minds. 
As in Peter, fear of man. Matt. xxvi. 

69. Gal. ii. 11— 13. 
in Jonah, fretfulness of temper, 

Jonah iv. 1 — 9, &c. 
; 2. The peculiar tendency of God's deal- 
ings with us, Deut, viii. 2, 3, 16. 

Job xxxiii. 17. 

3. What seems most to interrupt the 

presence of God in our souls, Jos. 

vii. 10—13. Is. lix. 2. 

.4. At what point we are most averse to 

receive reproof, Mark vi. 17 — 20. 

* 5. What we are most inclined to covet, 

John xii. 4 — 7. 
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6. What it costs us most to abandon, 

Luke xviii. 23. 

II. How may it be mortified? 

By, 

1. Considering the exceeding sinfulness 

and danger of it. Gen. xxxix. 9. 

Ps. li. 4. 

2. Exercising faith in the death of Christ, 

Rom. vi. 6 — 11. 

3. Much and earnest prayer for the sanc- 

tifying grace of the Spirit, Ps. li. 11, 

12. Rom. yiii. 13. 

4. Conscientiously avoiding the external 

sources of temptation, Gen. xxxix. 
10. Job XXX i. 1. Prov. xxiii. I, 2. 

5. Watching against 'the inward disposi- 

tions that give advantage to it, Ps. 

xviii. 23. Prov. iv. 23. 

6. Habitual self-denial, Luke ix. 23. 

• 1 Cor. ix. 27. 

Have I made the real discovery of my 
sin ? Jer. xvii. 9. 

Does it never sit lightly upon me ? 

Is it never entertained as a bosom-friend, 
instead of being cast out as a traitor } 

Am I ready to resist unto blood striving 
against it ? Heb. xii. 4. 

Do I realize the strength of Christ in its 
conquest? 2 Cor. xii. 9. Eph.vi. lO.Phil. iv.l3. 

Am I looking to heaven for complete de- 
liverance from it ? Rom. viii. 23. 

£ 
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XXll. 

Exodus xxxiii. 18. 
I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. 



I. How was this prayer answered to Moses ? 

1. By a display of the goodness of God, 

Exod. xxxir. 6, 7. 

2. By a display of his sovereignty, Ex. 

xxxiii. 19. 

3. By a display of his justice, Exod. 

xxxiv. 7. 

II. Through what medium will it be an- 

swered to us ? 

1. In the Gospel, 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

2. Through Jesus Christ, John i. 18 ; 

xiv. 8, 9. 2 Cor. iv. 6. 

3. By the Spirit, ICor. ii. 9, 10. Eph. i. 

17, 18. 

III. What effect will a sight of this glory 

have upon us ? 
1. Abasement, Ex. xxxiv. 8, 9. Job xlii. 

5, 6. Isa. vi. 5. 

2. Devotedness, Is. vi. 8, 9. Acts ix. 

3—6. 

3. Conformity, 2 Cor. iii. 18. 1 John 

111. 2, 3. 

Let your desires be supremely fixed on the 
subject of this petition, Ps. Ixiii. 1, 2. 

Let it be the object of daily pursuit, Ps. 
xxvii. 4. 
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Let faith be exercised to behold it, John 
xi. 40. 

Let heaven be anticipated as the complete 
fulfilment of this prayer, John xvii. 24. 
Rev. xxi. 23. 



XXIIL 

Luke xxii. 19. 

This do in remembraoce of me. 



This ordinance, as it was a special token 
of the Saviour's love, so it is a special means 
of communion with himself. Indeed, all the 
blessings connected with divine communion 
may be looked for here. 

Let me ask, 

I. Why do I come to the Lord's table ? 

To obey my Master's commands, John 

xiv. 15. 
To satisfy my spiritual wants, John 

vi. 35. 
To feed upon Christ by faith, John vi. 

53—56. 
To remember his dying love, 1 Cor. xi. 

23—25. 
To make a public profession of his 

death, 1 Cor. xi. 26. 
To mourn over my own sin, Luke vii. 38. 
To renew my covenant with God, Ps. 

cxvi. 16—19. 
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To be strengthened and refreshed in my 
soul^ Cant. ii. 3. 

II. How am I to come ? 

With an understanding heart, Ps. xliii. 

3, 4. 1 Cor. xi. 29. 
a reverent heart, Gen xxviii. 16, 17. 

Ps. Ixxxix. 7. 
a penitent heart, Ps. li. 17. 
an hungering heart. Matt. v. 6. 
a believing heart, John vi. 35. 
a sincere heart, Ps. xxvi. 6. 1 Cor. 

V. 7, 8. 
a loving and charitable heart, Matt. 

V. 23, 24. ICor. X.17. 
a thankful heart, Ps. cxvi. 12, 13. 

Acts ii. 46. 

III. What may I expect when I come ? 

That I shall not be sent empty away, 

Ps. xxxvi. 8. Jer. xxxi. 14. Luke i. 53. 

That I shall have my comforts enlarged, 

Ps. Ixiii. 5, 6. 
That I shall have my graces invigorated, 

Cant. i. 12. 
That I shall be blessed according to my 
need, Phil. iv. 19. 

Therefore let me ask. 

What comforts do I most desire ? 

Assurance of pardon under the guilt 

of sin, Luke vii. 50. 
Victory over the power of sin, Rom. 

vi. 14. 
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Joy and peace in believing^ Rom. 

XV. 13. 

What graces do I most need ? 
If I do not receive sensible comfort, I 
may still be filled with goodness, 

Ps. cvii. 9. 

I may be blessed 
With increase of faith, Lake xvii. 5. 

1 John v. 13. 

Spiritual strength, ZecL x. 12;xii. 8. 

Brokenuess of heart, Zech. xii. 10. 

Let me examine what are my besetting 

corruptions, 2 Chron. vi. 29. 

And go expecting that particular grace, 
whereby I may subdue them, John i. 16. 

XXIV. 

Acts ix. 6. 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do I 



This first expression of a soul awaking 
from the sleep of sin^ may be suitable as the 
waking enquiry of every day. For every 
day brings with it something fresh to do for 
God, and calls for a fresh dedication of our- 
selves to his service. 

I. It is the expression of a renewed will, 
Implying, 

1. Singleness, Numb. xiv. 24. Phil. 

iii. }3. 

e2 
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2. Promptitude, Ps. cxix. 60. Gal. 

i. 16. 

3. Determination, Psalm cxix. 112. 

Acts xi. 23. 

II. And such an expression as this the Lord 
has engaged to answer, Hos. xiv. 8. 

Acts ix. 6. 
The answer will seldom be mistaken, 

If, 

1. We remember our high calling as 
the servants of God, Neh. vi, 11, 12. 

2. The first whisper of conscience be 

regarded, Is. xxx. 21. 

3. The dictates of the flesh be silenced, 

Matt. xvi. 23. 

4. The word of God be diligently me- 

ditated upon, Ps. cxix. 11, 24. 

5. The teaching of the Spirit be ear- 

nestly implored, Ps. cxliii. 10. 

And hast thou any thing for me to do, 
O my God ? O bless me with a ready will, 
a cheerful mind. Let me be constrained by 
a Saviour's dying love, that I may " delight 
to do thy will, O Lord." 



XXV. 

Matthew xi. 28. 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
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I. What is rest ? 

That which every human creature is 

seeking, Ps. iv. 6. 
That which the world offers, Prov. ix. 

16, 17. 
But can never give» Eccles. i. 13, 14; 

ii. 22, 23. 

II. Where is it to be obtained ? 

Not in sin, Is. Ivii. 10, 20. Jer. ii. 36* 
Not in riches, Ps. xxxix. 6. Eccles. v. 

10, 12. 
Not in idleness, Prov. xv. 19. 
Not in pleasure, Eccles. ii. 1. 
Not in fame, Eccles. ii. 16. 
Not in knowledge, Eccles. i. 18. 
Not in self-righteousness, Heb. iv. 3, 10. 

But only in Christ, Heb. iv. 3. 

In his atonement, Rom. v. 10. 

In his righteousness, Ps. xxxii. 1, 2. 

In his intercession, Rom viii. 34. 

In his glory, Heb. iv. 9. Rev. vii. 

16, 17. 
Therefore, 

Come to him. 
At all events and hazards. Matt. xv. 22. 
Guilty, Luke vii. 37, &c. 
Naked, Rev. iii. 18. 
Lost, Matt. viii. 25. 
Ignorant, Luke x. 39. 
Tempted, 2 Cor. xii. 7, 8. 
Backsliding, Jer. iii. 22. 

Abide in him, John xv. 9. 
Follow him; Matt. xi. 29. 
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XXVI. 

Matthew xii. 34. 

Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh. 



The heart is the great treasury of good 
and evil. 

The frame of the believer's heart orders 
his conversation, and *^ out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh." 

I. What is that frame of heart, that con- 

strains the believer to speak ? 

1. A~ sense of redeeming love, Acts 

iv. 20. 

2. A sense of the worth of the soul, Acts 

xvii. 16, 17 ; xviii. 5. 

3. A lively apprehension of eternal 

things, 2 Cor. iv. 13 ; vi. 1 1. 

4. Answers to prayer, 1 Sam. i. 27 ; ii. 

1—10. Ps. Ixvi. 16—18. 

II. What has he to speak for? 

1. For the honour of his Saviour, Ps. 

cxlv. 11, 12. Col. iii. 16, 17. 

2. For the encouragement of the weak, 

Ps. xxxiv. 2. 

3. For the conviction of the world. Col. 

iv. 6. 1 Pet iii. 15. 



III. What are the hindrances to his speak- 
ing? 

.1. A sense of guilt, Ps. li. 14. 
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2. Want of the Lord's sensible favour, 

Ps, li. 12, 13. 

3. A heart not filled with divine things, 

Eph. V. 18, 19. 

4. Fear of man, Matt. xxvi. 69 — 74. 

Is it a grief to me, that I am fluent in 
worldly conversation, and dumb in my Sa- 
viour's praise ? 

Am I seeking to have my heart filled with 
heavenly things, that ** out of the abundance 
thereof my mouth may speak V* 

Is it my daily prayer, that the Lord would 
open my lips to shew forth his praise 7 

Am I watchful, lest my conversation should 
be only the talk of the lips, that tendeth to 
penury ? Prov. xiv. 23. 

Do I fear sinful silence, as well as sinful 
speaking ? 

Is it painful to me when I am unable to 
bear testimony for my Saviour ? Ps. xxxix. 

1, 2. Jer. XX, 9. 



XXVII. 

HosEA xiv. 8. 

Ephraim shall say. What have I to do 
any more with idols? 



Every indulged sin in God's peopl^ is an 
idol in the place of God, Ezek. xiv. 3. 
God is a jealous God, Is. xlii. 8. 
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And therefore withdraws himself, Has. 

iv. 17; V. 15. 2 Cor. vi. 16. 

I. The convinced backslider will say, 

What have my idols done for me ? Jon. 

ii. 8. Rom. vi. 21. 

What comfort, what support, what hope 

have they afforded me ? Judges xviii. 

24. 
They have destroyed my comfort, Job 

XV. 1 1 • 
They have weakened my strength, Hos. 

vii, 9. 
They have clouded my hope, Is. Ivii. 17 ; 

lix, 2. 

II. The penitent backslider will say. 

What have I to do with them any more ? 
Jer. iii. 21 — 23. Hos. ii. 7. Luke xv. 

13—20. 
I am ashamed of them, Jer. xxxi. 19. 

Ezek. XV i. 63. 
I hate them, Deut. vii. 26. Ps. ci. 3. 
I renounce them, Is. xxvi. 13. 
I yield myself up to thee, Acts ix. 6. 

Rom. vi. 13, 19. 
And what saith the answer of God ? 

" I have heard him, and observed him." 

Hos. xiv. 8. 
" I will surely have mercy upon him, 
saith the Lord,*' Jer. xxjd. 20. 
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XXVIII. 

Epiiesians v. 16. 
Redeemiog the time. 



The Christian's motto is, " Ye are bought 
with a price," 1 Cor, vi. 20. 

Therefore all he is and has is the Lord's. 

His time, as well as his other talents, he 
has received with this injunction, — " Occupy 
till I come," Luke xix. 13. 

And therefore, 

I. He desires to redeem the time 
From, 

1. Unprofitable conversation, Ps. cxli. 3. 

Eph. V. 4. 

2. Useless interference with the concerns 

of others, 1 Tim. v. 13. 

3. Indulgence of the fiesh, Ps. cxix. 

147, 148. 

4. Want of punctuality in engagements, 

Eccles. iii. 1. 

5. Prodigality of minutes, Eccles. ix. 10. 

II. He finds motives for the redemption of 

time 

In 

1. A Saviour's love, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 

2. Recollection of wasted time, 1 Pet. 

iv. 3. 
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3. A sense of the nearness of eternity, 

Rom. xiii. 11. 

4. Tlie account to be given, Luke xix. 15. 

And let us, as our encouragement and in- 
centive to this duty, ever set before us the 
example of Him, 

Who said, ** I must work the works of 
Him that sent me, while it is day," John 
ix. 4; 

Who abridged himself of needful sleep, 
Mark i. 35, and refreshment, Mark vi. 
31—34— 

That he might fill up every moment in the 
work^ for which he came down from heaven. 



XXIX. 

CoLOSSiAKS iii. 24. 
Ye serve the Ix)rd Christ. 



An encouraging thought to those who are 
employed, however humbly, in the service of 
God. They " serve the Lord Christ." 

I. How universal his requirements ! 

1 . No duty but must be done in his name. 

Col. iii. 17, 23. 

2. And must engage the whole heart. 

Matt. xxii. 37. 

liow important his service ! 
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Kequiringy 

1. Implicit faith, Is. xlix. 4. 

2. Cheerful obedience. Acts xx. 24 ; 

xxi. 13. Eph. vi. 6, 7. 

3. Habitual self-denial, Matt. xvi. 24. 

Rom. XV. 1 — 3. 

III. How constraining the motives to serve 
him ! 

1. His own dying love, John xxi. 15, 16. 

2. A concern for his glory, Phil. i. 

20,21. Tit. ii. 10. 

3. The perishing state of souls, 1 Cor. 

X. 33. Jude 23. 

*IV. How abundant the encouragement ! 
Arising from, 

1. The character of our Master — ^" The 

Lord Christ." 

2. His willingness to accept our service. 

Matt. X. 42. 2 Cor. viii. 12. 

3. The strength he imparts to serve him, 

2Cor. ix. 8. Phil. iv. 13. 

4. The recompence set before us, Luke* 

xii. 35—38. John xii. 26. 1 Cor. 
XV. 58. Rev. ii. 10. 

V. How blessed the privilege ! 

1, It is the work of the angels of God, 

Ps. ciii. 20. Heb. i. 14. 

2. It will be the work of the redeemed 
in heaven, Rev. vii. 15; xzii. 3. 

Therefore, 

fie ready to serve him, Is. vi. 8. 

F 
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Be aware of your own inability to serve 

him, 2 Cor. iii. 5, 6. 
Be humbled for the unprofitableness of 
your best services, Ps. cxliii. 2. Luke 

xvii. 10. 
Beware of drawing back from his ser- 
vice, Jonah i. 3. Luke ix. 62. 
Be ashamed of yielding to discourage- 
ments, Josh. vii. 6 — 10. 1 Kings xix. 

4—9. Neh. vi. II. 
Be constant at a throne of grace. Col. 

iv. 12. 



XXX. 

Isaiah 1. 10. 

Who is among you that feareth the 
Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his ser- 
vant, that walketh in darkness and hath 
no light I let him trust in the name of the 
hotd, and stay upon his God. 



Here is a tempted Saviour, counselling 
his tempted people, Is. 1. 4. 

L Under what circumstances of spiritual 
darkness does this counsel apply ? 

To times of 

Spiritual desertion, Ps. Ixxvii. 7 — 9. 
Satan's temptations^ Ps. cxliii. 3. 



51 

Personal affliction. Job xxx. 16—21. 

Is. xxxviii. 10. 
Zion's troubles, Is. xlix. 14. 

II. What is the counsel given to the be- 
liever ? 

To trust in the name of the Lord, Exod. 

xxxiv. 5,6, Ps. ix. 10. Prov. xviii. 10. 

To stay upon his God, Is. xxvi. 3, 4 ; 

xxvii. 4, o. 
Because, 

In spiritual desertion the Lord will not 

cast off, Is. liv. 7, 8. 
In Satan's temptations the Lord will 

conquer y I&. lix. 19. 
In personal affliction the Lord will sup- 
port, Ps. xli. 3, 4. 2 Cor. i. 3, 4. 
In Zion's troubles the Lord is faithful, 

Is. xlix. 15, 16. 
In such a season, 

Be diligent in searching out the cause, 

Job X. 2 ; XV. 1 1 . 

Beware of grieving the Spirit by impa- 
tience, Ps. xxxi, 22. Jonah iv. 1 . 

Beware of injuring tlie cause of religion 
by the appearance of gloom or dejec- 
tion, Ps.lxix. 6, 7. Mattvi. 16, 17. 

But, 

Let there be an humble submission under 
the chastisement of God, Lev. x. 3 ; 
xxvi. 41. Job i. 20 ; ii, 10. Ps. xxxix. 9. 

Lam. iii. 39. 
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And a patient expectation of the return 
of his mercy, Ps. xxvii. 13, 14; xlii. 
7, 8 ; cxxx. 5, 6. Is. viii. 17, Lam. 
iii. 26. Jonah ii. 4. 1 Pet. v. 6. 



XXXI. 

MiCAH iv. 5. 

Fo^ all pe6ple will walk every one in 
the name of his god ; and we will walk 
in the name of the Lord our God for ever 
and ever. 



Man, as a rational being, must have an 
object of worship. 

The multitude are devoted to the idols of 
their own hearts. 

And many lessons do they teach us of self- 
denial, wisdom, and diligence, in the service 
of our God. 

As their character is in conformity with 
the object of their worship, Ps. cxv. 8. 
So should ours be, 1 Pet. i. 14 — 16. 
As they walk in the name of their God- 
Some praising the gods of gold and silver, 

&c. Dan. V. 4 ; 
Some setting up the stumbling-block, 

&c. Ezek. xiv. 4 ; 
Some making a god of their belly, Phil. 

iii. 19 ; 
Some saying to " gold, thou art my con- 
fidence," Job xxxi. 24. Eph. v. 5. 



53 

Others worshipping and serving the crea- 
ture, Rom. i. 25 — 
So will we walk in the n^^jtj^ of our God. 
We will profess his name, Is. xliv. 5. 

Dan. vi. 10, 11. 

honour his character, 1 Chron. 

xvi. 23. Dan. iii. 16, 17. 

love his service, Ps. cxvi. 16. 

Is. xxvi. 13. 
walk in his ways, Is. ii. 3. 

Zech. x« 12. 
Is this our profession ? 
What then is our walk ? 



XXXII. 

James iv. 8. 

Draw nigh, to God ; and he will draw 
nigh to you. 

The end of all ordinances is to bring us 
nigh to God, Matt, xviii. 20. 

Christ is the way of access, John xiv. 6. 

Every breathing of real prayer is a draw- 
ing nign unto God.. 

Every return of blessing is God's drawing 
nigh unto us. 

X. How must we draw nigh to God ? 

1. Through Christ, Heb. vii. 19; xiii. 15. 

2. By the Spirit, Eph. ii. 18; vi. 18. 

Jude 20. 
f2 
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II. In what spirit must we draw nigh ? 

• 1, With a clean heart, Ps, xxvi. 6; 

Ixvi. 18,19. James iv. 8. 

2. With a broken heart, Joel ii. 12. 

James iv. 9. 

3. With a believing heart, Heb. x. 22. 

III. What shall be. our success ? 

He will draw nigh to us, 

1. To hear our prayers, Ps. xxxiv. 17, 18. 

2. To support our hopes, Lam. iii. 67. 

3. To take up his abode in our hearts, 

Is. Ivii. 15. Rev. iii. 20. 

What is my habitual frame in attending 
upon the ordinances ? 

Do I resort thither 
With 

An intention of drawing nigh to God ? 
An expectation that God will draw nigh 

to me? 
A resolution to be satisfied with nothing 

short of this? Ps. xlii. 1,2. 

XXXIII. 

Hebrews v. 8, 9. 

Though he were a sod, yet learned he 
obedience by the things which he suf- 
fered ; and being made perfect, he became 
the author of eternal salvation unto all 
them that obey him. 
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It is alike our duty and privilege to con- 
template the character and offices of the 
Saviour, Heb. iii. 1. 

It was as necessary for the work of salva- 
tion, that he should be perfect man as perfect 
God, Heb. ii. 16—18. 

Mark in the text the union of his personal 
and official character* 

I. His personal character. 
1. His person, 
As a son, Heb. i. 4, 5. 

From his birth increasing in wis- 
dom, Luke ii. 52. 

The Spirit given to him without 
measure, John iii. 34. 

The Spirit resting upon him con- 
stantly, Is. xi. 2. 

'2. His lesson. 

He learned obedience, John vi. 38 ; 

viii. 29. 

I Delight in his Father's service, Ps. 
xl. 7, S.John iv. 32— 34. 
Resignation to his Father's will. 
Matt. xxvi. 39. John xii. 27, 28. 
Perseverance in his appointed 
work, Matt. iii. 15. Mark x. 32. 
Luke xii. 50. Phil. ii. 8. 
3. The school in which he learned was 
sufferings Is. liii. 3. 

His sufferings were the occasion of 
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calling his obedience into exercise, 
such as, 

The Temptations of Satan, Matt. 

iv. 1—10. Heb. ii. 18. 

The contradiction of sinners, Matt. 

xxii. 15^-46. Heb^.xii. 3* 

The endurance of bodily trials, Fs. 

xxii. 6 — 8 ; Ixix. 21. Is. L 5, 6. 

The imputation of sin, Ps. xxii*. 

1—3. 
By these sufferings being made perfect, 
he became the author of eternal sal- 
vation, &c. 

II. His official character. 

L The author of eternal salvation, Heb. 

ix. 12. 

By wodcing out an everlasting 
righteousness, Dan. ix. 24. 

By implanting a principle of love, 
2 Cor. V. 14, 15. 1 Pet. ii. 24. 

By supplying unceasing help to the 
end, Heb. ii. 18. 

By ever living to make interces- 
sion, Heb. vii. 25. 

2. The subjects of this salvation — << all 
them that obev him," Is. lv« 3. 
Who obey his call to 

rEepentanee, Mark i. 15. Acts 
\ ii. 38. 

\ Faith, Matt xi. 28. 
^ Obedience, Matt. xi. 29. 
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Let the Saviour's obedience encourage our 
obedience, John'xv. 10. 

Let the Saviour's example, in learning obe- 
dience from suffering, teach us the profit of 
suffering, Ps. xciv. 12; cxix. 7L 

Let the Saviour's character be contem- 
plated as the source of every spiritual bles- 
sing to his obedient people, Matt. xvii. 5. 

Actsv. 31, 32. 

XXXIV. 

Psalm xxv. 5. 
On Thee do I wait all the day. 



L What does a waiting spirit denote ? 

1. Faith, Matt. xv. 22—28. 

2. Humility, 2 Sam. xv. 25, 26. 

3. Desire, Isa. xxvi. 8, 9. 

4. Expectation, Ps. Ixii. 5 ; cxxiii. 1,2; 

cxxx. 5, 6. 

5. Constancy, Job xiii. 15. Prov. viii. 34. 

IL Who are to wait on God ? 

1. The ignorant, to be taught, Ps. 

xxv. 5. 

2. The backslider, to be restored, Jer, 

xxix. 12, 13. Mic. vii. 7 — 9. 

3. Those ivho are in darkness, to be en- 

lightened. Is. viii. 17 ; 1. 10. 

4. The believer to be strengthened, Ps. 

xxvii. 14. Is xl.31. 
III. When are we to wait on God ? 



58 
All the day, Hos. xii. 6. 

1. In an habitual looking to God, Ps. 

xvi. 8. 1 Cor. ST. 31. 

2. In receiving our daily comforts from 

him, Ps. IxviiL 19. 1 Tim. iv. 

4,5. 

3. In committing our cares and diffi- 

culties to him, Ps. XXV. 15. Matt. 

vi. 34. 

4. In employing the mind on his word, 

Ps. i. 2 ; cxix. 97. 

5. In watching the intimations of his 

providence and his Spirit, Hab. 

ii. 1. 

6. In exercising the soul in continual 

prayer and praise, Ps. Iv. 17; 
cxix. 164. Dan. vi. 10. 

This is a privilege the world knows nothing 
of. 

Oh ! let us, as believers, enjoy it by using it ; 

For ** the Lord is good to them that wait 
for him, to the soul that seeketh him.'' Lam. 
ui. 25. 



XXXV. 

Psalm cxix. 59. 

I thought on my ways, and turned my 
feet unto thy testimonies. 
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Tbe heart of fallen man is turned to his 
own ini(}uity, Is. liii. 6. 

God IS not in all his thoughts, Ps. x. 4. 

And even the renewed heart is bent to turn 
aside from the good ways of God, like a de- 
ceitful bow. 

In both cases, it is the work of the Holy 
Spirit to turn the heart back to its God ; 

Producing, 

I. Consideration — awakened to ask, 

1. What have I done? 2 Sam. xii. 13. 

Jer. viii. 6. 

2. What does the Lord mean me to do ? 

Jer. iii. 22. Lam. iii. 40. 

This consideration will issue in, 

II. Obedience, 

1 . Prompt, cxix. 60, 2 Chron. xxix. 36. 

Zech. viii. 21. Luke xv. 18— 20, 

2. Sincere, Ps. xviii. 21—23. 

3. Persevering, 2 Chron. xv. 17. Luke 

xxii. 28. 

Let every declension from €rod be jea- 
lously watched, Ps. cxxxix. 23, 24. Prov. iv. 

26, 27. 

Let Christ be ever regarded as the only 

way of turning to the ways of Grod, John 

xiv. 6. 
Be faithful to the convincing voice of the 
Spirit, Prov. i. 23. Rev. ii. 29. 
Repent, and do the first works, Rev. ii. 5. 
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XXXVI. 

Proverbs viii. 34, 35. 

Blessed is the man that heareth me, 
watching daily at my gates, waiting at the 
posts of my doors ; for whoso findeth me 
findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the 
Lord. 



I. The acceptable spirit for waiting upon 

Christ. 

1. Faith, in hearing his word, John 

V. 24. 1 Tbess. ii. 13. 

2. Patience, in waiting for the tokens 

of his grace, Ps. cxxx. 5, 6. Is. 
XXX. 18. Matt. XV. 22,28. 

3. Diligence in the use of all the means 

of grace. Cant. i. 7, 8. Is. lxiv.4, 5. 

II. Encouragement to wait upon Christ. 

1. They shall find life. 

Christ is their life, John xiv. 6. Col. 

ni. 4. 
Life in their souls. Gal. ii. 20. 
Life in their graces, John x. 10. 

2. They shall obtain favour. 

Favour towards their persons. Gen. 

iv. 4. Eph. i. 6. 
Acceptance of their services, 1 Pet. 

ii. 5. 
Communication of all spiritual bles- 
sings, Rom. viii. 32. 1 Cor. iii. 22, 

23. Eph. i. 3. 
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Why is it that we realize so little of the 
blessedness here spoken of? 

Is it not, that we are too often satisfied 
with the act of prayer, without diligent, per- 
severing, believing, waiting on the Lord ? 
Gen. xxxii. 26. Is. viii. 17. 

Do we wait on the Lord in every ordinance 
of his appointment? Is. xxvi. 8. 



XXXVII. 

Matthew xvi. 24. 

If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself. 

Self has been the idol of the natural heart, 
ever since it turned from God as its chief 
good and highest end. 

If then Jesus is to be adored and followed, 
self must be dethroned and trampled under 
foot. 

Therefore, the terms of his discipleship 
are — " If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself." 

I. Let him deny 
His, 

1. Self-will, Matt.vi. 10. 

2. Self-seeking, John iii. 33. 1 Cor. 

X. 33. 

3. Self-interest, Lukevi. 35; xiv. 12. 

o 
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4. Self-sufficiency, Prov. iii. 5 ; xxiii. 4. 

5. Self-righteousness, Is. Ixiv. 6. Phil. 

iii. 9. 

6. Self-complacency, Luke xvii. 10. 

1 Cor. XV. 10. 

7. Self-opinion, 1 Cor. iii. 18. 

8. Self-display, Phil. ii. 3. 

II. Self-denial must extend to 

1. Lawful engagements, Luke ix. 60 — 

62; xiv. 18—20. 

2. Worldly prospects, Jer. xlv. 5. Matt 

xix. 21 » 22. 

3. Reputation, Phil. iii. 7. 

4. Enjoyments, Ps. cxxxii. 3, 4. 1 Cor. 

vii. 30. 

5. Appetites, 2 Sam. xxiii. 15 — 17. 

6. Affections, Ps. Ixxiii. 25. Matt. x. 

37. Luke xiv. 26. 

7. Tempers, Gal. v. 24. 

8. Yielding precedence to others, Luke 

xiv. 8—10. 

9. Overcoming unkind ness by good of- 

fices, Rom. xii. 20, 21. 

10. The disposal of our substance, Mark 

xii. 41 44 . 

11. Our profession of religion. Matt. vi. 

1_6, 16—18. 

III. Special occasions of self-denial. 

1 . Whenever we find God's place usurped 
in the heart, Mark ix. 43 — 48. 

2 Cor. X. 5. 
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2. When the flesh threatens to predomi- 

nate, 1 Cor. iiE. 27. 

3. When any indulgence unfits for 

secret devotion, 1 Cor. vii. 29 — 

31,35. 

4. When we are under the power of 

besetting sin, Ps. xviii. 23. Heb. 

xii. 1. 

5. When our own state, or that of the 

church of God, requires peculiar 
abstraction, Dan. ix. 3, 4, 20. 

6. When the spiritual good of others 

is concerned, Rom. xv. 1. 1 Cor. 

viii. 13 ; x. 23, 24. 

7. When it is in our power to promote 

their temporal interests, 2 Cor. viii. 

1—4. 

IV. The reasonableness of self-denial. 

1. Because self is the great enemy of 

God, Rom. viii. 7. 

2. Because it is the principle of our fallen 

nature, Hos. x. 1. 2 Tim. iii. 2. 

3. Because it is the greatest hindrance to 

our real happiness, Rom. vi. 21. 

V. Springs and motives of self-denial. 

1. The Love of Christ, 2 Cor. iv. 5 ; v. 

14, 15. 

2. The example of Christ, Matt. xx. 26 

— 28 ; xxvi. 42. John xiii. 1 — 14. 
Rom. XV. 1 — 3. Phil. ii. 4 — 8. 

3. The power and grace of the Spirit, 

Rom. viii. 13. Gal. v. 16, 25, 26. 
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4. The recollection of past unprofitable- 

ness, 1 Pet. iv, 1 — 3. 

5. The power of faith» Heb. xi. 24 — 26. 

6. The hope of glory, 1 Cor. ix. 25. 

Take care that self-righteousness be not the 
ground of your self-denial, Lukexviii. 12. 

Take care not to measure your course of 
self-denial by that of another. 

Remember this is the path your Saviour 
has marked out for you, by his rule and by 
his cross. 

This is the light and easy yoke he has 
appointed you to bear. 



XXXVIII. 

Matthew xxv. 5. 

And while the Bridegroom tarried, they 
all slumbered, and slept. 



A solemn hint, and an awakening call to 
the professing church of Christ ! 

I. Why does the bridegroom tarry ? 

1 . For his people, 

To exercise their faith, Hab. ii. 3. 
To keep them watchful, Matt, xxir* 

13. 
To excite their prayers, Luke xviii. 1* 

2. For the world, 
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To manifest his forbearance, Luke xiii. 

7. 1 Pet. iii. 20. 
To complete his own designs, Mark 

xiii. 7, 10. 

II. What is the effect of this tarrying? 

1. His people are unwatchful, Luke 

xviii. 8. 

2. The world are unprepared, Luke xii. 

45, 46 ; xvii. 26—30. 



Beware of the sin of slumbering, 

As inconsistent with our Christian pro- 
fession, 1 Thess. V. 6. 
As exposing us to heavy rebukes, Rev. 

iii. 1—3. 
As clouding our light before the church. 

Rev. xvL 15, 

Seek to maintain a watchful frame, 

By .. 

Realizing the nearness of the Lord's 

coming, Rom. xiii. 11. 
Waiting in constant expectation of it, 
Luke xu. 36, 37. Heb. ix. 28. Jam. v. 

7,8. 

Comforting ourselves and each other in 

^ the prospect of it. Is. xxv. 9. 1 Thess. 

iv. 16—18. 2 Thess. i. 10. Tit. ii. 13. 

Living in meetness for it. Phil, iii, 20. 

Col. iii. 1—4. 2 Pet iii. 10—14. 

1 John iii. 2, 3. 
Sitting loose to earthly things, 1 Cor. 

vii. 29—31. Phil. iv. 5. 
G 2 
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Holding fast our profession, Heb. x. 25. 

1 Pet.i. 13. Rev.iii. 11. 
Surely I come quickly! Amen. Even so, 
come. Lord Jesus ! Rev. xxii. 20. 

XXXIX. 

Jeremiah xvii. 10. 

I the Lord search the heart, I try the 
reins, even to give to every man accord- 
ing to his ways, and according to the fruit 
of his doings. 

Mark the omniscience of God in searching 
the heart, 

And his equity in deciding upon that 
search. 

I. His omniscience in searching, 

1. The thoughts and imaginations, 1 

Chron. xxviii. 9. Ps. cxxxix. 2. 

2. The desires, Ps. xxxviii. 9. John i. 

48. 

3. The motives, 1 Chron. xxix. 17. 

Mark xii. 41—44. John ii. 24, 25. 

4. The affections, Ps. Ivi. 8. John xxi. 

% 17. 

The consideration of this omniscience is* 

1. A principle of obedience, Ps. cxix. 

168. 

2. A motive for watchfulness, Rev. iii. 

1,2. 

3. A ground of consolation, 2 Chron. 

vi. 8. 
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. 4. An encouragement to prayer, Rom* 

viii. 26,27. 

II. His equity in deciding upon this search, 

1 Cor. iv. 5* 

1. In the way of righteous retribution, 

Luke]!i:ii. 1, 2. 

2. In the way of righteous promise, 

2 Tim. iv. 8, 
to those that think on his name, 

MaL iii. 16. 
to those that love his people. Matt. 

XXV. 40. 
to those who hold communion with 

himself, Matt. vi. 6. 
to those who delight in his service. 

Rev. iii. 8—12. 
Search the heart, Ps. iv. 4. 
Keep the heart, Prov. iv. 23. 
Distrust the heart, Prov. xxviii. 26. 
In godly jealousy forget not to pray, Ps. 

cxxxix. 23, 24. 
In Christian sincerity, maintain your con- 
fidence, 1 John iii. 20, 21. 

Take refuge from the solemn recollection 
of the omniscience of God, in the hope of the 
Gospel, Heb. iv. 13, 14. 

XIu 

1 Timothy vi. 18. 
Rich in good works. 



I. What are good works? 

They are works done from love to Christy 
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Matt. X. 42; xxv. 35 — 40. Heb. 

vi. 10. 
To the bodies of men, Acts ix. 36, 39. 
To their souls, Phil. ii. 30. 
As 

1. The effect of faith, Actsxvi.34. Gal. v. 6. 

2. The fruit of the Spirit, Gal. v. 22, 23. 

Eph. V. 9. 

II. What is it to be rich in good works 7 

1. To abound in them. Is. xxxii. 8. 

2Cor.ix. 8. I Tim.vi. 18. 

2. To deny ourselves for the perform- 

ance of them, 2 Cor. viii. 2, 3. 

3. To seek opportunity for them. Job 

xxix. 16. 2Tim.i. 17. 

III. How are we to be rich in good works ? 

1. Abide in Christ, John xv..4, 5. Rom. 

vii. 4. 

2. Hold fast the doctrine of Christ, Tit. 

HI. 8. 

3. Follow the example of Christ, 2 Cor. 

vni. 9. 

4. Pray for an enlarged heart, 1 Thess. 

iii. 12, 

5. Beware of covetousness, Ps. cxix. 36. 

Luke xii. 15. Heb. xiii. 5. 

6. Delight in the exercise, 2 Cor. ix. 7. 

7. Have regard to the motive, Matt. vi. 

2-— 4. Rom. xii. 8. 

8. Remember your stewardship, Luke 

xvi. 1 ; xix. 13* 

Am I diligently seeking every occasion of 
thu« shewing my love to my Saviour ? 
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Am I daily resisting the influence of a 
selfish spirit ? 

Which am I seeking first? Mine own 
things, or the things that are Jesus Christ^s ? 

Do I make conscience of personal expenses, 
that I may have to give to him that needeth ? 



XLI. 

Ephesians iv. 29. 

Let no corrupt communicatioD proceed 
eut of your mouth ; but that which is 
good to the use of edifying, that it may 
minister grace unto the hearers. 

The world say — " our lips are our own/' 
Ps. xii. 4. 

The Christian says — we are not our own, 
1 Cor. vi. 19. 

Therefore we are to " glorify God with our 
body, as well as with our spirit," 20. 

With every member of our body. 

With the best member that we have, Ps. 
cviii. 1. 

Therefore, " Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth." 

I. The evil of corrupt communication. 

Idle, frivolous, Matt. xii. 36. 1 Tim. 

V. 13. 
Evil, Eph. V. 4. Col. iii. 8. 
Slandering, Prov.x. 18. 
Bitter and hasty^ Prov. xxix. 20. 
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Whatever is not good for the use of edify- 
ing (Text.) 

Which 

Deadens the fervour of the soul, Cant. 

ii. 15^ 
Defiles the imagination, Jam. iii 6. 
Embitters the temper, Eph. iv. 31. 
Grieves the Holy Spirit, Eph. iv. 30. 

II. The blessing of edifying conversation. 

Such as relates to 

The things of Christ and eternity, Luke 

xxiv. 14, 19. 
The life of God in the soul, Ps. Ixvi. 16. 
The spread of the Gospel in the world, 

Ps. cxlv. 10—13. 
The diffusion of a heavenly savour over 

worldly subjects. Col. iv. 6. 
Such conversation tends to minister 
grace to the hearers. 

In the way of 

Mutual encouragement, Ps. xxxiv. 1 — 3. 

Acts xxviii. 15. 
Mutual sympathy, 1 Sam. xxiii. 16, 18. 

Job xxii. 29. 
Mutual exhortation, Pro v. xxvii. 17. 

Heb. iii. 13; x. 24, 25. 
Mutual counsel, Ps. Iv. 14. Prov. xxvii. 9. 

III. The means of promoting it. 

1. Let us ourselves seek to be filled 
with the Spirit, Eph. v. 18, 19. 
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2. Let us keep our hearts with all dili- 

gence, Matt. xil. 34^ 35. 

3. Let U8 meet in the fear of God, MaL 

iii. 16. 

4. Let us meet in the spirit of prayer, 

Rom. i. 10— 12; xv. 30. 

5. Let us consider our relation one to 

another, Eph. iv. 25. 

Have I not been too ready to listen to 
unprofitable conversation ? 

Is it a trial to me when unable to speak to 
the use of edifying ? 

Am I setting Uie day of judgment before 
me in my intercourse with my fellow-crea- 
tures? Matt xii. 36, 37. 

Do I realize the promised presence of 
Christ ? Matt, xviii. 20. Luke xxiv. 32. 



XLIl. 
1 John iii. 20. 

If our heart condemn us, God is greater 
than our heart, and knoweth all things. 



The voice of conscience is the voice of 
God. 

If we are condemned by the judgment of 
conscience, much more shall we be con- 
demned at the bar of God. 

" God is greater than our heart, and know- 
eth all things.*' 
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I. The condemnation at the bar of con- 
science. 
Generally, this may be expected, 
When, in the allowance of sin, we 
shrink from the light, John iii. 20. 
More particularly is the voice of self- 
condemnation heard, 

1. By the power of the word, 2 Sam. 

xii. 7, 1 3. Acts ii. 37 ; xxiv. 25. 

1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25. 

2. Under the afflictive dispensations of 

Providence, Gen. xlii. 21. 1 Kings 

xvii. 18. Jon. u 12. 

3. On some unexpected or alarming oc- 

cuiTence, Gen. xll 9. Acts xvi. 

26, 27. 

4. By the recollection of our uncon- 

verted state, Job xiii. 26. Luke 

xix. 8. 

5. In the consciousness of wrong mo- 

tives, 2 Sam. xxiv. 10. 

6. In the wilful neglect of secret prayer, 

Ps. xxxii. 3, 4. 

7. In the indulgence of a spirit of de- 

spondency, Ps. xxxi. 22; Ixxvii. 
• 7—10. 

8. In yielding to sudden surprisals, 

1 Sam. xxiv. 5, 6. 

9. In want of tenderness to the sins of 

others, Eccles. vii. 21, 22. John 

viii. 7, 9. 
10. In giving way to the tempter's de- 
vices, Gen. iii. 8, 9. Luke xxii. 

60, 62. 
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And this condemnation is confirmed by, 

II. The verdict of the Omniscient Judge. 

** God is greater than our heart, and 
knoweth all things." 
And how dreadful the thought to a self- 
condemned sinner of, 

1. His penetration in the discovery of sin, 

Ps. xliv. 20, 21 ; xc. 8 ; cxxxix. 

1—5, 23. 

2. His knowledge in weighing it, I Sam. 

ii. 3. Job xiv. 16, 17. Prov. 

xvi. 2. 

3. His strictness in the remembrance of 

it, Ez. xi. 5. Hos. vii. 2. 

4. His holiness in the abhorrence of it. 

Job XV. 14—16. Hab. i. 13. 
C* His justice in the condemnation of it, 

Exod. xxxiv. 7. 

His power in the punishment of it, 

Rom. ix. 22. 2 Thess. i. 9. 

O Lord, I would flee to thy Omniscience, 
terrible as it is, against the deceitfulness and 
lying flatteries of my own heart. 

Search me, O God, and help me to search 
myself. 

That my heart may never condemn me 
where it ought not to condemn me. 

And may never fail to condemn me where 
it ought. 



ii 
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XLIII. 

1 John iii, 21. 

If our hearts condemn us not, then have 
we confidence towards God. 



I. Our acquittal at the bar of conscience. 
This will be experienced, 

1. In the removal of guilt £rom the con- 

science, Heb. X. 2. 

2. In the acting of the confidence of 

faith, Job xiii. 15, 16. 

3. In the habitual exercise of supreme 

affection to God, Ps. xxvi. 1 — 3. 

John xxi. 17. 

4t In the path of sincere and universal 

obedience. Job xxiii. 10, 11. 2 Cor. 

i. 12. 

5. In the consciousness of the rectitude 

of our motives, 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 

2 Cor. iv. 2. 

6. In an appeal to God and man for the 

integrity of our conduct, 1 Sam. 
xii. 3. Job x. 7. 1 Thess. ii. 10. 

7. In an habitual resistance of all, and 

especially of besetting, sin, Ps. 
xvii. 3, 4 ; xviii. 20 — 24. 

8. In a spirit of unfeigned and com- 

passionate love, Rom. ix. 1 — 3. 

1 John iii. 18, 19. 
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9. In the meek en3uranoc and over- 
coming of injuries, Ps. vii. 3 — 5, 8. 

In tliis acquittal of conscience, we shall 
not fail to enjoy, 

II. Confidence in the presence of God. 

1. In the way of acceptance, Is. xxxviii. 

3—5. 

2. In the way of access to the throne 

of grace, Ps. Ixvi. 18, 19. Heb. x. 

22. 

3. In the expectation to receive every 

needful blessings Ps.xli. 12. 1 John 

iii. 22. 

4. In the .anticipation of the day of 

judgment, 1 John iv. 17. 

That we may ensure to ourselves this ines- 
timable privilege, let us 
Beware lest by resistance of its dictates the 
conscience become dull, 1 Tim. iv. 2. 

Its voice weakened, Rom. xi. 8. 
Its influ^Ke defiled. Tit. i. 15. 
Its tenderness lost, Ps. cxix. 70. £ph. 

iv. 19. 

Beware lest by ignorance of the Gospel it 

become erroneous. Matt. vi. 23. John 

xvi. 2, 3. 
Misguided in its suggestions, Acts 

xxvi. 9. Rom. x. 2. 

Unhumbled in its character, Rom. x. 3. 

Partial in its operations, Matt* xv. 9 — 6 ; 

xxiii* 23, 24. John xviii. 27. 
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Beware lest by neglect of spiritual light it 
becomes scrupulous, Rom. xiv. 2. 
Censorious upon unimportant points, 

Rom. xiv. 3, 4. 
Perplexed respecting the path of duty, 

Rom. xiv. 22, 23. 

Acting rather under the influence of 

feeling than of judgment, I Cor. viii, 

4—7. 
Entangled in the yoke of legal bondage. 

Acts X. 14. Col. ii. 21. 

Learn to prize and cultivate the testimony 
of a good conscience. Acts xxiii. 1. 
Sprinkled with the blood of Christ, Heb. 

ix. 14. 

Holding Christian doctrines in their 

practical influence, 1 Tim. i. 5, 6 ; iii. 

9. 
Distinguishing sins of infirmity from in- 
dulged sins, Rom. vii. 17 — 20. 
Faithful to the first voice of conviction. 
Is. XXX. 21. Acts ix. 4 — 6. 
Improving the measure of light afforded, 
John i. 45 — 52. Acts x. 2 — 4. 
Having equal respect to the laws of 
God and man, Acts xxiv. 16. 2 Cor. 

viii. 21. 

XLIV. 

Psalm ci. 2. 

I vfiW behave myself wisely iti a perfect 
way. O when wilt thou come unto me ! 
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I will walk within my house with a perfect 
heart. 



The presence of Christ in the soul is one 
of the precious promises of the new cove- 
nanty Lev. xxvi. 11, 12. 2 Cor. vi. 16. 

To the holy, lively, tender child of God 
the object of his panting desire (Text), 

Ps« Ixxiii. 25. 

the matter of his exalted praise, Is. 

xii. 6, Zeph. iii. 14, 15. 

See him in the text, preparing his heart 
and house for the reception of his heavenly 
guest. 

Walking with a perfect heart in a perfect 
way. 

I. His heart perfect with God, 

Coidially devoted to his service, 1 Kings 

XV. 11—14. 
Supremely desirui^ his presence, (Text.) 
Mature in the knowledge of the Gospel, 

1 Cor. ii. 6* Heb. v. 14. 
Making habitual progress towards the 
mark, Phil. iii. 12—15. 

II. His way perfect before the world, 

1. In his personal character. 

Bridling his tongue, James iii. 2. 
Circumspect in his oondact, (Text.) 

1 Samu xviii. 14. 
II 2 
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Entire in his obedience, Is. xxxviiu 

3. Col. iv. 12. 

Walking as in the immediate pre- 
sence of God, Gen. xvii. 1. 

Abstaining from evil in the fear of 
God, Job i. 1, 8. 

2. In his family walk, 

Discountenancing iniquity in his house, 

Gen. XXXV. 2. Ps. ci. 3 — 5, 7. 

Honouring the people of God, Ps. 

ci. 6. 
Instructing his family in the ways of 

God, Gen. xviii. 19. 
Encouraging them by his own ex- 
ample, in the service of God, Jos. 

xxiv. 15. 
Maintaining the daily worship of God, 

in his house, Acts x. 2. 
Conscientiously allowing time for 
religious duties, Deut. v. 14. 

Such is the perfect man ! 

" Behold, an Istaelite indeed, in whom 

is no guile ?" John i. 47. 
His desire (Text) shall be abundantly 

fulfilled. 

The Lord will come to him 

By his providence, to protect him from 

danger, 2 Chron. xvi. 9. 
By his word, to direct his conduct, 

^ 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 

By his Spirit, to comfort his heart, 

John xiv. 16—18, 23. 1 John iii. 24. 



79 

By his grace, to enable him for his 

service, Heb. xiii. 21. 
By his cross, to prepare him for glory, 

1 Pet. V. 10. 

By his promises, to assure his hope, 

Job viii. 20. Prov. ii. 21. 

In his end to give him peace, Ps. 

xxxvii. 37. 



XLV. 

2 Corinthians iv. 1. 

Therefore, seeing we have this ministry, 
as we have received mercy, we faint not. 



The people of God may each find their 
part and omce in the work of the Lord, Rom. 
xvi. 2. Phil. iv. 3. 

They have received " according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ," 1 Cor. xii. 7. 
Eph. iv. 7. 

And must "minister the same," 1 Peter 
iv. 10. 

The work of the Lord is " a work of faith," 
as well as a ** labour of love," 1 Thess. i. 3. 

There is much in it to make us faint through 
unbelief. Numb. xi. 11 — 15. 

There is more still to keep us from fainting, 
through the victory of faith, (Text.) 

I. What is it that makes us faint in the work 
of the Lord ? 
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1. Au orenrbelmiDg soise of the im- 

poTt&nce of the work, 2 Cor. ii. 

15, 16. 

4, A sense of unfitness for the work, 

Ex. h. 10. Jer. i. 6. 

3. lodispositioB in others to receive the 

tnitfi. Is. Itii. I. 

4. Inst&bilit; and inconsistencv of pro- 

fessors, 2 Cor. sii. 20, 21. Gal. ir. 
11—20. 

5. Want of simplicity in our taith, 

2 Kings iy. 2&— 31. Matt. svii. 20. 

6. Want of ardent affection to the 

work, Jon. i. 1, 2. 

II, What is it that keeps us from feinting ? 

1. The mercy received, (Text) 

2. The ministry entrusted to us, 2 Cor. 

iii. 6, &c. 

3. The grace that is imparted. Exod. 

iv. 11,12. Jer. i. 7—10. 2Cor.iii. 

5; xii.9, 10. 

' ""he hope set before us, Prov. xi. 25. 

Dan. xii. 3. 1 Cor. iii. 8. Jam. t. 

19, 20. 

be thankful for the privilege of 
aged in this service, 1 Tim. i. 12. 

approve ourselves wortliy of this 
Thess. ii. 8—10. 

seek to realize the power of this 
iipoH onr own liearls, 1 John i. 
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Let us see the importance of deeper exer- 
cises of personal religion, Mark ix. 28, 29. 

Let us consecrate our service by dedication 
of ourselves to God, 2 Cor. viii. 5. 



XLVL 

Hebrews iv. 2. 

For unto ns was the Gospel preached 
as well as unto them ; but the word preach- 
ed did not profit them, not being mixed 
with faith in them that heard it. 



The word preached is the grand ordinance 
of God, Rom. x. 17. 1 Cor. i. 21. 

In the hand of Qod mighty in operation, 
Ps. ex. 2. 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. Heb. iv. 12. 

Yet through our unbelief often unprofitable 
(Text.) 

L When does the word not profit ? 

1. When it does not separate the sinner 

from his sin, Mark vi. 20. 

2. When it does not produce a change 

of conduct, Ezek. xxxiii. 32. 

James i. 22 — 24. 

3. When its influence upon the heart is 

only transient. Matt. xiii. 20, 2L 

4. When it fails to overcome the world, 

Ezek. xxxiii. 31. Matt. xiii. 22. 
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5, When it « heard merely for amuse- 

ment, Ez. xxxiii. 30. 

6. When the mind is unsettled in the 

profession of the gospel, £ph. iv. 14. 

2 Tim. iv. 3. 

II. Why doth it not profit ? 

" Not being mixed with faith," 

And therefore, 

1. It is listened to without self-applica- 

tion, 2 Sam, xii. 1 — 7. 

2. It is not retained in the heart, 

Luke viii. 12. 

3. It is heard as the word of man, 

1 Thess. ii. 13. 

4. The expectations of the soul are 

straitened, 2 Cor. vi. 11. 

5. The prejudices of the heart are ex- 

cited> Matt, xiii. 54 — 58. John vi. 

64—66. 

Let me then inquire^ 

Is the word solidly united, mixed, and 
incorporated with faith in my heart ? 

Oh ! let me not be satisfied with a slight 
and transient taste of its sweetness ; 

But let it be so inwardly digested .in my 
daily experience, that it may have subsistence, 
power, and efi&cacy in my heart ! 

XLVII. 

\.w ,J[fUKB;yui. 8. '' 

He that hatU e^i^io liear, let him hear^ 
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The hearing that is profitable to salvation, 
is the hearnig of faitlr, Rom. i. 16. 

The hearing ear, as wdl as the seeing eye, 
is the work of God, Prov. xx. 12. 

It is the heart opened by the Spirit of God, 

Acts xvi. 14. 
prepared for tlie reception of the word, 

Luke viii. 15. 

I. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear 

1. With attention, as Lydia, Neh. viii. 
3. Luke iv. 23 ; xix. 48. Acts xvi. 14. 

2. With reverence, as the Jews, Neh, 

viii. 5, 6. 

3. With humility, as Cornelius, Acts 

x; 33. 

4. With tenderness, as Josiah, 2 Chron. 

xxxiv. 27. Neh. viii. 9. Is. Ixvi. 2. 

5. With readiners and diligence, as the 

Bereans, Acts xvii. 11. 1 Thess. v. 

21. 

6. With simplicity, as the Thessaloni- 

ans, 1 Thess. ii. 13. 

7. With self- application, as the first 

converts, Acts ii. 37. 

8. With hungering, as the Gentiles, 

Acts xiii. 42. 

9. Wtth obedience, as Samuel, 1 Sam. 

iii. 10. 

n. As the fruit of such hearing, 

1. Our souls will be quickened. Is. Iv. 3. 

2. Faith will be produced. Acts iv, 4. 

Romans x. 17. Ephesians i. 13. 

3. Our growth in grace will be pro- 
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moted, Eph. i v. 11— 13. 1 Tim. 

,1 Ti ti 1 ^ . '"• ^- 1 Peter ii. % 

4. The Holy Spirit will be given. Gal. 

5. Conviction of sin will be wrought. 

Jer. xxxyi. 2, 3. 1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25. 

6. Spiritual light will be increased, Luke 

T r\ 1- .. viii. 18. 

7. Our hearts will be comforted and 

supported, 1 Thess. i. 6. 

. ^bedience to the faith will be 
established, Romans vi. 17. 
But, 
Take heed how ye hear, 
^^dranc^"^^ ™any .dangers-^ many hin- 
Take heed of 

indulged sin, Micah ii. 7. James i. 21 
hstlessness, Heb. v. 1 1 . 
offence, Lu^ke xi. 44, 45. Gal. iv. 16 
fastidiousness, 1 Cor. iii. 1—3. 2 Tim! 

mstabihty, Prov. xxvii. 8. Acts xvii. 

, ,.| , 21. Eph. iv. 14.' 

bodily drowsiness, Matt. xxvi. 40, 41 
dependence on man, 1 Cor. iii. 5 
unbelief, Luke viii. 12. Heb. iv. 2. 
forgetfulness, Luke ix. 44. 1 Cor. xv 

1,2. Heb. ii. 1-^3. 

O Lord, circumcise my ears, and my heart, 

that I may not hear thy word unprofitably ; 

Ihat I may greatly prize the privilege of 



i 
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May I be aware of every hindrance ; 
And may every gracious disposition be 
hereby excited and increased. 



XLVIII. 
2 Peter iii. 18. 
Grow in grace. 



If you would be a holy, happy, fruitful 
Christian, you must be a growing Christian. 
*' Grow in grace." 

Let us enquire, 

I. What is the manner of growth in grace? 
It is, 

1. Growth in the measure of grace. Mark 

.iv. 21. 1 Thess. iv. 9, 10. 1 John ii. 
> 12—14. 

2. Growth in the exercise of grace, Matt. 

XXV. 16, 17. 2 Tim. ii. 1. 

3. Growth in the fruitfulness of grace, 

Phil. i. 11. 2 Thess. i. 3. 2 Peter i. 

,5—9. 

II. What are the evidences of growth in 

grace ? 

1. Growth in the knowledge of the 

Gospel, 2 Pet. iii. 18. 

2. Habitual progress in the ways of 

God, Job xvii. 9. Ps. Ixxxiv. 7. 
Proverbs iv. 18. Phil. iii. 12—14. 

Rev. ii. 19. 

I 



86 

3. Steady consistency of walk and con- 

versation, 1 Thess. iv. 1. 

4. Enlarged devotedness to the work of 

God, 1 Cor. XV. 58. 

5. Increasing boldness in the profession 

of the Gospel, Matt. xxvi. 56. 
AcUiv. 13, 19, 20; v. 29. 

6. Victory over besetting sin ,« John iii. 2 ; 

vii. 50, 51 ; xix. 39. 

7. Deepened exercises of humility. Job 

xxvii, 2 — 6 ; xl. 4 ; xlii. 5, 6. 

8. Discriminating love for divine things, 

Phil. i. 9. Heb. v. 14. 

9. More spiritual perception of the path 

of duty, Col. i. 9. 

III. What are the peculiar hindrances to 

growth in grace ? 

1. Self-indulgence, 1 Kings xi. 1 — 6. 

2. Neglect of religious advantages, Heb. 

V. 11,12. 

3. Want of brotherly love, 1 Cor. iii. 

1—4. 

4. Allowance of false doctrine. Gal. iii. 

3, 4 ; iv. 9—11 ; v. 7, 8. Rev. ii. 14, 

15,20. 

5. Forgetfulness of early impressions. 

Rev. ii. 4. 

6. Lukewarmness of spirit. Rev. iii. 15. 

7. Undue connexion with the world, 

Hos. vii. 8, 9. 

8. Neglect of the throne of gi^ace, Jam. 

iv. 2. 

IV. What are the means of growth in grace ? 
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1. Abiding in Christ, John xv. 5; x. 10. 

2. The miaistry and ordinances of the 

gospel, Ps. xcil. 13, 14. £ph. iv. 

11,12. Coli. 6. 

3. Appetite for the word of God, i 

Pet. ii. 2. 

4. Watchful and persevering diligence. 

Is. xl. 31. Heb. vi. 11. 

5. Increasing knowledge of the Saviour, 

2 Peter iii. 18. 

6. The improvement of affliction, John 

XV. 2. 

7. The outpouring of the Spirit upon 

the soul. Is. xliv. 3, 4. Hos. 

xiv. 5 — 7. 
S, Walking in the fear of God, Mai. 

iv. 2. 
V. What are the fruits of growth in grace ? 

1 . The glory of God, John xv. 8, Phil. 

i, 11. 

2. The encouragement of his people, 

Ps. xcii. 14, 15. 

3. The stability of our Christian profes- 

sion, 1 Thess. iii. 12, 13. 2 Pet. i. 

6— 10; iii. 17, 18. 
4» The assurance of our hope of glory, 

2 Pet. i. 1 1. 

What marks do I perceive, upon serious 
enquiry into my state, of growth in grace? 
Is there uniformity in my growth 1 
If I can assure my heart before God that 
some advance has been made, is it ac- 
companied with a deeper consciousness of 
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my short comings, so that the language of 
my experience is — " Not as though I had 
already attained, either were already per- 
fect ?*' Phil. iii. 12. 



XLIX. 

2 Peter iii. 18. 

And in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 



The knowledge of Christ is the principle 
of eternal life in the soul, John xvii. 3. 

It is the supreme desire of the child of 
God, Phil. iii. 10. 

That the children of God may attain their 
Christian stature, Eph. iv. 13. 

Growth in grace is invariably accom- 
panied by growth in this knowledge, 2 Pet. 
iii. 18. 

I. Growth in the knowledge of Jesus Christ 
implies, 
Enlarged views of Scriptural truth, Acts 
xviii. 25, 26. Eph. i. 18, 19. Col. 

ii. 2. Heb. vi. 1. 
Deeper comprehension of the love of 

Christ, Eph. iii. 18, 19. 

Continual exercises of dependence on 

him, Eph. iv. 15. Col. ii. 6, 7. 

More established faith in the warrant of 

the Gospel, 2 Tim, i. 12. I John v. 13. 
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A more practical exliibitioa of the Gos- 
pel, Eph. iv. 20—24. 2 Pet. i. 5—8. 

II. The means of obtaining growth in know- 

ledge, are, 

The teaching of the Spirit, Matt. xvi. 
16, 17. John xvi. 14, 15. 1 Cor. xii. 

3. 1 John ii. 20 ; v. 20. 
Consciousness of our low attainments, 

PhU.iii. 12-15. 
Perseverance in the ways of God, Hos. 

vi. 3. John viii. 31, 32. 
Diligence in secret prayer. Acts x. 

30, 32. 

The serious hearing and study of the 

word, Ps. cxix. 98, 99, 104. 1 Tim. 

iv. 6. 
Cultivation of heart-religion, Prov. xvi. 

23. 
Intercourse and communion with ex- 
perienced Christiana, Acts xviii. 24 

—26. 

III. The fruits of this growth in knowledge 

will be found in 

Established hope of acceptance, Col. i. 

21—23. 
Christian stedfastness of profession, Eph. 

iv. 13-16. 
Increased peace of mind, 2 Pet. i. 2. 
Supply of all needful blessings, 2 Pet. 

i. 3. 
Increased usefulness in our appointed 

sphere, Acts xviii. 26 — 28. 
I 2 



'^ for beaven, 2 Cor. 
-""^ ill. 18. 

. . ihat ibon bast in any 
n in me. May in- 
I in hb offices and 
love to him, 
ly heart, and that I 
hnrch — " This is my 
riend." Cant. v. 16. 



le Father, and He 
Comforter, that be 



the promised blessing 
at dispensation, John 

is the distinguishing 
Testament covenant, 
AcU ii. 38, 39. 
of the Saviour's pre- 
18. 
tercessioD, Acts ii. 33. 
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Consider, 

I. His person. 

Proceeding from the Father and the 
Son, John xv. 26 ; xx. 22. Rev. 

xxii. 1. 

One with the Father and the Son, Matt. 

xxviii. 19. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. Rev. i. 

4,5. 
Very and eternal God, Job xxxiii. 4, 

Acts V. 3, 4. 1 Cor, ii, 11. 

II. His offices. 

To convince the heart of* sin, Is. iv. 4. 

Acts ii. 36, 37. John xvi. 8, 9. 

To guide into all truth, Neh. ix. 20, 

Ps. cxliii. 10. John xiv ; 26. xvi. 13« 

I Cor. ii. 10, 12. Eph. i. 17. 1 John 

ii. 20, 27. 

To glorify the Saviour, John xv. 26 ; 

xvi. 14, 15. Acts X. 43, 44. 1 Cor. 

xii. 3. 1 John v. 6. Rev. xix. 10. 

To dwell in the hearts of his people, 

Rom. viii. 9. I Cor. iii. 16 ; vi. 19. 

To abide in them for ever. Is. lix. 21. 

(Text) iv. 14. 

III. His influences* 

1. Life, John vi. 63. 
To quicken our souls, £zek, xxxvii. 
5 — 10. John iii. 5, 2 Cor. iii, 6. Tit. 

• • • M 

m. 5. 
To revive our graces, Cant. iv. 16. 

Rev. i. 4, 
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To constrain our devotedness to God, 

Is. xliv. 3 — 5 

To make us fruitful in holiness, Is. 

xxxii. 15. £zek. xxxvi. 27. Rom. 

viii. 5, 6. 1 Cor. vi. 11. Gal. v. 22, 23. 

Eph. V. 9. 
To promote our ^owth in grace, Hos. 

xiv. 5 — 7. 

2. Power, Luke xxiv. 49. 

To apply the word to the heart, Acts 
ii. 37. Rom. xv. 18, 19. 1 Cor. ii. 4. 

IThess. 1, 5. 

To enable us for a bold confession of 

Christ, Acts iv. 7—13. 2 Tim. i. 

7,8. 

To strengthen us for our spiritual con* 

flict, Is. lix. 19. Rom. viii. 13. 

Gal.v. 16. Eph. iii. 16. 

To qualify us for important services. 

Numb. xi. 17. Hag. ii. 4, 5. Zech. 

iv. 6. 1 Cor. xii. 6 — 11. 
To give us liberty in our christian walk, 

Ps. Ii. 12. 2 Cor. iii. 17. 
To over-rule all events for our good, 

Phil. i. 19. 
To transform us into the Saviour's 

likeness, 2 Cor. iii. 18.^ 
To raise us up at the last day, Rom. 

viii. 11, 

3. Comfort. (Text.) 

To teach us to pray, Zech. xiL 10. 
Rom. viii. 26. Gal. iv. 6 ; Eph. ii. 18 ; 
vi. 18. Phil. iii. 3. Jude 20. 
To enliven our hopes, Rom. xv. 13. 
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To assure our adoption into >the fa- 
mily of God, Rom. viii. 9. 14 — 16. 

1 John iii. 24 ; iv. 13. 

To rejoice and support our hearts, 

Acts ix. 31 ; xiii. 52. Rom. xiv. 

17. 1 Thess. i. 6. 1 Pet. iv. 14. 

To seal us to the day of redemption, 

2 Cor. i. 22 ; v. 5. Eph. i. 13 ; iv. 13. 

To enable us to wait for complete 

salvation, Rom. viii. 23. Gal. v. 5. 

4. Love, 2 Tim. i. 7. 

The shedding abroad the love of God 
in the heart, Rom. v. 5. 2 Thess. 

• • • M 

lu. 5. 

Filling the heart with love to the 

brethren. Acts iv. 31, 32. Col. i. 8. 

1 Pet. i. 22. 
Enabling us to edify one another, Eph. 

V. 18, 19. 



1. Beware of losing this blessing, Gen. 

vi. 3. 

By resistance. Is. Ixiii. 10. Acts. vii. 

51. 1 Thess. v. 19. Heb. x. 29. 

By neglect, Matt. xxv. 8. Eph. iv. 30. 

1 Tim. iv. 14. 

2. Expect the blessing. 

In answer to prayer, Ezek, xxxvi. 27, 

31. Luke xi. 13. 
In the spirit of contrition, Prov. i. 

23. 



94 

In the exercise of faith, John yii. 

38, 39. Gal. iii. 2, 5, 14. 

In the habit of obedience, Acts v. 32. 

3. Improve it, 

In a spiritual walk and conversation, 

Gal. V. 25. 
In a stedfast profession, 2 Tim. 

i. 14. 

LI. 
Jeremiah xxix. 13. 

And ye shall seek me and find me, 
when ye shall search for me with all your 
heart. 



I. What is the disposition of mind here 
intended ? 

It is not lip-service, Jer. iiu 10. Ezek. 
xxxiii. 31. Matt. xv. 8. 
indolence. Cant. iiL 1. 
impatience, 2 Kings vi. 33. 
But it is a heart perfect with God, 2 

Chron. xvi. 9 ; xv. 17. 
steadily fixed on God, Ps. cviii. 1, 

Is. xxvi. 8, 9. 
It is the earnestness of Jacob, Gen. 

xxxii. 24—28. 
the confidence of David, Ps. xxvii. 

7—14. 
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the perseverance of the woman of 

Canaan, Matt. xv. 22. 

tbe importunity of the widow, Luke 

xviii. 3 — 5. See Isa. Ixii, 6, 7, 

II. What is the blessing promised ? 

Ye shall find me, 2<!Jhton. xv. 2, 4, 
15. Is. xlv. 19. Matt. vii. 7, 8. 

1. In time of contrition, Deut. iv. 29. 

Jer. iii. 22. Hos. xiv. 2, 4. 

2. aiHiction, Ps. 1. 15. 

3. perplexity, 2 Chron. xx. 12. 
4. In ever^ time, Heb. iv. 16. 

Let every sin be mortified, Ps. Ixvi. 18. 

Let the heart be prepared, 2 Chron. 
xix. 3. 

Let the assistance of the.Spirit be sought, 
Rom. viii. 26, £ph. vi. 18. Jude 20. 



LII. 
Matthew xvi. 3. 



Can ye not discern the signs of the 
times ? 



Let the glory of the latter days be the 
object of our prayerful and earnest expecta- 
tion, Rom. viii. 21. 
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Let us watch the dawning indications of 
these days, in the signs of the present times. 

I. These signs appear to be, 

Novel opinions in religion, Mark xiii. 

21—23. 
A spirit of enquiry into prophecy, Dan. 

xii. 4. 
The universal circulation of the word 

of God, Rev. xiv. 6, 7. 
The general preaching of the gospel. 

Matt. xxiv. 14. 
A spirit of compassion for the Jews, 

Ps. cii. 13, 14, 
The preparation of the world for their 

conversion, Rom. xi. 25, 26. 
The success granted to missionary exer- 
tions, Is* xlix. 6 — 12. 
The support afforded by Christian 
rulers to the extension of the gospel 

Is. xlix. 23 
The readiness manifested by Christians 
to dedicate their substance to the ser- 
vice of God, Is. Ix. 6, 9. 
General co-operation in the cause of 

God, Is. Ix. 13. 
The subserviency of commerce and na- 
vigation to the preaching of the 
gospel. Is. Ix. 9 ; xviii.* 

* Comp. Bishop Horsley on Is xviii. The first 
word is there translated HOy as in Is. Iv. 1. and the 
whole may be considered as the divine commission to 
the maritime nation alluded to. 
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The convulsions of empires, Luke xxi. 

25, 26. 
Tlie proud independence of judgment, 

2 Tim. iii. 1,4. 
A wide spread of inBdel principles, 

2 Pet. iii. 3,4. 
The combined efforts of popery and in- 
fidelity, Rev. xvi. 1 3. 
The decline of the Mahomedan power, 

Rev. xvi. 12. 
The extension of the British empire, and 
commission given to het, Is. xviii. 

II. The importance of discerning these signs 
of the times, 

By their use, 

In enabling us to mark the hand of 

God, Is. xli. 18—20. 
In throwing light upon the path of duty, 

1 Chron. xii. 32. 
In awakening us to increased activity, 

Is. Ix. 1; Ixii. 10, 11. 
In exciting to the various exercises of 

Christian love, Heb. x. 24, 25. 
In raising us above the world, Phil. 

iv. 5. 1. Pet. iv. 7. 
In exciting our prayers, Ezek. xxxvi. 
25—37. Dan. ix. 2, 3. Zech. viii. 
20—23. Matt. vi. 10. Luke xviii. 
7, 8. Rev. xxii. 20. 
In preparing us for the coming of the 
Saviour, Rev. i. 3 ; xvi. 15. 

. Beware of presumptuous boldness in 
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prying into unrevealed secretfi, Mark xiii. 

32. Acts i. 7. 

2. Guard against listless indifference, and 
neglecting to look for the Lord's coming, 
Is. xxi. 11, 12. Luke ii. 28, 38. 2 Pet. 

i. 19. 

3. Search the Scriptures diligently to 
enquire into the signs of the times, Dan. 

ix. 2. 

4. Beware of misapplying the prophetical 
scriptures according to the dictatels of fancy, 
inclination, or system, 2 Pet. i. 20. 

5. Be encouraged by the promise of light 
and acceptance in this search, Rev. i. 3. 



Lin. 

Hebrews iv. 3. 

We whicli have believed do enter into 
rest. 



«Mttst the believer wait for heaven to know 
the blessing ef rest ? 

His inheritance is not all in reversion. 

There is an earnest, and a present posses* 
Bion of it realized Jby faith. 

" We which have believed do enter into 
rest" — ^the rest of faith. 



1 
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I. What 18 faith ? 

1. It is knowledge, Phil. iii. 10. 

2. It is apprehension, Ps. Ixiii. 8. Cant. 

iii. 4. Phil. iii. 12. 

3. It is reliance, Is. xxvi. 3, 4 ; 1. 10. 

Illustrated 

By Noah entering into the ark, Gen. vii. 

1 — 7. Heb. xi. 7. 
The Israelite looking to the brazen ser- 
pent, Numb. xxi. 6 — 9. Is. xlv. 22. 

John iii. 14, 15. 

The man-slayer fleeing to the city of 

refuge. Numb. xxxv. 9 — 28. Heb. 

Ti. 18. 
The Church leaning on her Beloved , 

Cant. viii. 5. 
The spouse listening to his voice. Cant. 

ii. 8 — 10. Rev. iii. 20. 
The willing soul receiving the Saviour, 

John i. 12. Col. ii. 6. 
The weary soul resting upon him, Jer. 

vi. 16. Matt xi. 28. 
The needy soul drawing from his fulness, 

John i. 16. 
The hungry and thirsty soul feeding 
upon him, John vi. 35, 51 — 56. 
The conflicting soul overcoming liis dis- 
couragements. Matt. XV. 22 — 28. 
The rejoicing soul established in him, 

Hab.iii. 17, 18. 

The soul in present possession receiving 

eternal life, John iii. 36 ; vi. 47. 

1 John V. 11, 12. 
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The soul in patience of hope waiting for 
his coming, 1 Cor. i. 7. 1 Thess. i. 

10. Rev. xxii. 20. 
Each varied exercise of faith thus described 
brings rest to the soul. 

II. ^What is the rest of faith ? 

It implies^ 

A deliverance from the curse of the law, 

Rom. viii. 33, 34. 
A covering from the temptations of Satan, 

Is. XXV. 4. Eph. vi. 16. 
Redemption from the dominion of sin, 

Rom. vi. 14. 
A sense of reconciliation with God, 

Rom. V. 1. 
Reception of the yoke of Christ, Matt. 

xi. 29. 

Acquiescence in the dispensations of 

Providence, Lev. x. 3. 1 Sam. iii. 18. 

2 Sam. XV. 25, 26. 2 Kings iv. 26. 

Job i. 21. 

Composure under the reproach of the 

world, Job V. 21. Ps. xxxi. *9, 20. 

Quietness from fear of evil, Ps. xciv. 

13 ; cxii. 7. Prov. i. 33. Is. xxxii. 

17 — 19. 

Confidence in the prospect of eternity, 

Ps. xxiii. 4; xlix. 15. Acts vii. 57 — 

60. 2 Tim. i. 12. 

Let us labour to enter into this rest, 11. 
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Let us fear even to seem to come short 
of it, 1. 

Let us guard against self-righteousness as 
tending to rob us of it, 10. 

Let us beware of wilful unbelief as shutting 
us out of it, iii. 19. 

Let us quicken our souls to a' more habi- 
tual enjoyment of it, Ps cxvi. 7. 

Let us be encouraged under the conflict 
and imperfection of the rest of faith with the 

Erospect of the final and complete rest of 
eaven, Deut. xii. 9. Ps. Iv. 5 — 8. 



LIV. 

Hebrews iv. 9. 

There remaioeth therefore a rest for 
the people of God. 



The rest of faith, though glorious in itself, 
yet, ** hath no glory iii this respect by reason 
of the glory which excelleth." It is but an 
entering into rest. 

The full possession is reserved for heaven. 

•* There remaineth therefore a rest to the 
people of God." 

L Heaven is a rest 

1 . From temporal trouble. 
From care and labour^ Is. Ivii. 1, 2. 

Rev. xiv. 13. 
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From pain and sickness, Is. xxxiii. 

24. Rev. xxi. 4. 
From sorrow and sighing, Is. xxxv. 

10; Ix. 20. 
From want, Luke xvi. 20 — 22. Rev. 

vii. 16, 17. 
From change, 2 CJor. v. 1. 1 John 

ii. 17. Rev. iii. 1^. 

2. From spiritaal conflict. 

• From tlie accusations of Satan, Rev. 

xii. 10. 
From the condemnation of conscience, 

Rev. xiv. 5. 

From the reproach and persecution of 

the world, Is. xxv. 8. 2 Thess. 

i.7. 
From the curse of sin, Rev. xxii. 3. 
From the defilemei>t of sin, £ph. 
v. 27. 2 Pet. iii. 13. Rev. xxi, 

27. 

From the body of sin, Rom. viii. 23. 

1 Cor. XV. 54. 2 Cor. v. 2—4. 

3. In the enjoyment of God, 

In the work of his praise. Rev. iv. 8. 

V. 9—13. 
In the service of his temple. Rev. 

vii. 15 ; xxii. 3. 

In the beholding of his face, Ps. 

xvii. 15. John xvii. 24. 1 Cor. xiii. 

12. 1 John iii. 2. Rev. xxii. 4. 

In conformity to bis image, Phil. iii. 

21. 1 John iii. 2. 



103 

lo his constast presence^ Ps. xvi. 11. 

Is. Ix. 19, John xiv. 3. 1 Thess. 

iv. 17. Rev vii. 15 ; xxi. 3. 

IT. The rest of heaven remaineth to the 
people of God, 

As a support in trouble, John xiv. 1 

—3. 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. 

As a hope in conflict, Rom. viii. 23, 

24. 1 Thess. v. 8. 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 

Heb. vi. 19,20. 

As a ground for present rejoicing, 

Rom. v. 2. Heb. x. 34, 35. 

As contrasted with the portion of this 

world, Ps. xvii. 14, 15. Luke xvi. 25. 

As tending to wean our hearts from 

the world, Col. iii. 1 — 4. Heb. xi. 

13—16,26. 

As exciting us to increased diligence in 

the service of God, Rom. xiii. 1 1 . 

As sustaining us in the endurance of 

persecution, Matt. v. 10 — 12. James 

i: 12. 
Let us be careful. 

To prove our title to this rest, Col. 

i. 27. 2Pet. i. 10, 11. 

To evidence our meetness for it, 2 Cor. 

V. 4, 5. Col. i. 9—12. 1 Thess. ii. 

11, 12. 
To seek the earnest of it in the rest of 

faith, verse 3. 
To exercise confidence in the prospect 
of it, Ps. Ixxiii. 24—26. Heb. vi. 

11, 12. 
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To be hasting towards the full posses- 
sion of it, Phil. i. 23. Tit. ii. 13. 
Heb. vi. 11, 12. 2 Pet. iii. 12. 

Rev. xxii. 20. 
To go on our way with joy and praise, 

1 Pet. i. 3—5. 



TIFE END. 
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